Psalm 75—Logotechnical Prosodic Analysis

Translation, Analysis, and Textual Notes

Title: A Prophetic Oracle

A. Invocation (75:1-2)

51 To the maestro: “Do not Destroy” //

Mizmor / belonging to Asaph—a Song //

52 \We praise you \* O God / we praise you /

for your name is near //
they declare / your wondrous works //

B. Oracle—Part One: God Judges with Equity (75:3—4)

53 (God says:) For / | will select an appointed time //

It is |1 / who judge with equity //
the earth melts / and all you dwell in it //
it is | / who have firmly set / its pillars—Selah //

75:4

C. Oracle—Part Two: Evildoers are Warned (75:5)

755 ] tell the arrogant / “No more arrogance!” //

and the evil doers / “Raise not (your) horn!” //

Psalm 75:1-11

[3.5]

9 1 3 3 0

10 2 3 0 3

19 2 4 4 0

8 1 2 2 0

11 2 2 0 2

75:1-2 14 9 5
[4.4]

8 2 3 3 0

17 12 5

12 2 3 0 3

15 2 4 4 0

11 2 4 0 4

75:3—4 14 7 7
[2.2]

18 2 4 4 0

18 2 4 0 4

7525 30 17 13

D. Middle: Exaltation Comes from the Center (YHWH'’s Sanctuary) (75:6—7)

%6 Raise not on high /* your horn //

speak (not) rudely with insolent pride //

&7 not from the east \* or from the west //
and not / from the desert (comes) lifting up //
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[3.3]
15 2 4 4 0
13 1. 3 0 3

75:4-6 23 12 11

75:1-6 43 24 19
16 1 4 4 0
10 2 3 0 3

7537 36 19 17
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E. Prophetic Response—Part One: God is the Judge (75:8) [2.2]
58 For God /? is the judge // 11 3 3 0
he brings one low / and lifts another up // 10 4 0 4
53-8 43 22 21
7528 51 28 23
7518 57 31 26
F. Prophetic Response—Part Two: The Cup of YHWH'’s Wrath (75:9) [4.4]
59 For a cup is in the hand of YHWH / 10 4 4 0
and the wine foams / it is heavily spiced / 13 4 4 0
75:3-%a 51 30 21
And he pours from it // _ 6 2 2 0
75:8-9b 17 13 4
Surely its dregs / they must drain and drink // 13 4 4 0
all / the wicked of the earth // 8 3 0 3
759 17 14 3
7559 46 29 17
7529 68 42 26
G. Commitment (75:10-11) [5.3]
7510 And as for me / | will declare it forever // 12 3 3 0
| will sing praises / to the God /% of Jacob // 15 3 0 3
75:9-10 23 17 6
75:5-10 52 32 20
75:1-10 80 48 32
%11 And all the horns of the wicked | will cut off // 15 4 4 0
but they will be exalted / the horns of the righteous // 12 3 0 3
75:6-11 51 32 19
75:4-11 67 40 27
75:3-11 73 43 30
75:2-11 81 49 32
75:1-11 52 35
Scansion in Accentual Stress Units: (3.5).(4.4).(2.2).(3.3).(2.2.(4.4).(5.3)
(8+8+4) + 6 + (4+8+8) =20+ 6 + 20 =46 (=23 x 2)
or. 26 // 26
Concentric Compositional Formula: 87 = 43 +1+43  [word-count—with heading]
or: 44 /] 44 [with pivot counted in each half]
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Notes:

75:2°
75:6°

75:7°
75:8°
75:10°

Reading az/a logarméh in BHS as conjunctive.

Reading the sequence of two successive occurrences of munah immediately before “atnah in
BHS as disjunctive.

Reading the dehiin BHS as conjunctive.
Reading merka preceded by ga%ain BHS as disjunctive.

Reading munah preceded immediately by ga%a (= meteg) in Ginsburg and Letteris as disjunctive.
BHS omits ga%a (= meteg).

Summary of the Logotechnical Prosodic Analysis

1. In terms of balance in mora-count, Psalm 75 has five sections: 75:1-2, 3—4, 5-8, 9 and 10-

11.
A 751-2 3 balanced dyads: (9+10) + (12+6) + (8+11) = 19+19+19 morae
{also to be read with 75:3-4 as:}
B 75:14 balanced dyad (9 +10) = 9+10 morae
75:3-4 2 balanced triads + pivot: (19+8+11) + 8 + (12+15+11) = 38+ 8 + 38 morae
X 75:5-8 3 balanced dyad: (18 + 18) = 18+18 morae
2 balanced dyads: (15+13) + (16 + 10) = 28+26 morae
balanced dyad: (11 +10) = 11+10 morae
B 75:9 2 balanced dyads + pivot: (10+13) + 6 + (13+8) = 23+6+21 morae
A 75:10-11 2 balanced dyads + pivot: (12+15)+ (15 + 12) = 27+27 morae

2. The first section (75:1-2) is in two parts:

75:1-2 14 words

3. The second section (75:3—4) is in two parts, which are to be read together with 75:2 as a
unit arranged in three subdivisions on the basis of word-count: 75:2, 3a and 3b—4.

75:1-3a 17 words
75:3-4 14 words

4. The third section (75:5-8), the structural center of Psalm 75, has three parts arranged in
four subdivisions on the basis of word-count: 75:5, 6, 7 and 8.

75:2-5 17 words before atnach

75:4-6 23 words

75:1-6 43 [=17+26] words

75:3—7 17 words after atnach

75:3-8 43 [=17+26] words

75:2-8 51 (=17 x 3) words and 23 words after atnach
75:1-8 26 words after atnach

5. The fourth section (75:9) is a single part arranged in three subdivisions on the basis of word-
count: 75:9a, 9b and 9c.

75:3-9a 51 (=17 x 3) words

christensen_ps075a.doc © 2003 Duane L. Christensen Page 3
Rev. 12/12/03 12:21 PM dic@bibal.net




e 75:8-9b 17 words

o 759 17 words

o 75:5-9 46 (=23 x 2) words

o 752-9 68 (=17 x 4) words and 26 words after atnach
6. The fifth section (75:10-11) has two parts: 75:10 and 11.

e 759-10 23 word

e 75:5-10 52 (=26 x 2) words and 32 (= 2x2x2x2x2) words before atnach

e 751-10 32 (= 2x2x2x2x2) words after atnach

o 75:6-11 51 (=17 x 3) words and 32 words before atnach

o 75:4-11 40 [=17+23] words before athach

o 75:2-11 49 [=17+32 = 23+26] words and 32 (=2x2x2x2x2) words after atnach
o 751-11 52 (=26 x 2) words before atnach

Observations

1. In terms of the 87 words in Psalm 75, the arithmological center falls on the word "2 (“for”)
in 75:7a, with 43 words on either side. The Concentric Compositional Formula is:

87 = 43+1+43 [word count—with heading]
or: 44//44 [word count with pivot in each half]

One candidate for the meaningful center is found by adding three words on either side of
the arithmological center, as follows:

PO NIZ3 17270 You will speak with insolent pride;
2907 K3 8D For it is not from the east nor from the west.

In this instance, the Concentric Compositional Formula becomes:

87 = 40+7+40 [word count—with heading]
or: 47/ 47 [word count with pivot in each half]

Another candidate for the meaningful center is found by adding six words on either side of
the arithmological center, as follows:

o239p 29915 M0 You lift on high your horn;
PoY NIZ3 17370 You speak with insolent pride.
2w R R’ For not from the east nor from the west.
2°997 929 8D And not from the desert (comes) lifting up.

In this instance, the Concentric Compositional Formula becomes:
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87 = 37+13+37 [word count—with heading]
or: 50//50 [word count with pivot in each half]

A more convincing meaningful center is found by adding eleven words on either side of the
arithmological center, as follows:

o' And as for the wicked—
197 1N X% Do not lift up the horn;
Q2P oS 1N 58 Do not lift up on high your horn.
POY IRIB2 19270 You speak with insolent pride;
2907 K3 8D For not from the east nor from the west;
0777 271 89 And not from the desert (comes) lifting up.
vOY DTN °S  For God is the judge;
Sse 7T This one he will put down.

In this instance, the Concentric Compositional Formula becomes:

87 = 32+23+32 [word count—with heading]
or: 55]//55 [word count with pivot in each half
{32 = 2x2x2x2x2 and 55 = 23 + 32}

2. In the prosodic structure of Psalm 75 as a whole, the basic building blocks in each poetic
“verseline” are the briques (primary syntactic accentual stress units). These sub-units are
delineated by the Masoretes, who marked the boundaries with one of the following:

e Soph Pasuq A large colon following a word signifies the end of a verse, which does
not always coincide with the end of a sentence.

e Atnach A small caret-like mark (like *) beneath the consonantal text, pointing
upward, is used to divide most verses. Its primary importance for our
purposes concerns its use in the matter of numerical composition—i.e.,
the total word-count in each line is divided into the number of words
before and after atnach.

e Ole Weyored A combination of two accentual signs: a caret-like mark above the
consonantal text, pointing to the left, used together with the accent
merka (an upright line beneath the consonantal text slanting to the
right). These two marks usually appear on the same word, but when
that word is monosyllabic the merka falls on the following word. This
maijor divider is usually considered to be a stronger disjunctive accent
than atnach.

In the prosodic analysis presented in the translation (above), the presence of these three
markers is indicated with a double slash (//). Psalm 75 has 26 briques, 23 of which are
marked by: soph pasuq (11 times, at the end of each verse), atnach (11 times, in each
verse, except verse 7), and ole weyored (1 time, verse 9). The remaining three briques are
marked by dehi (1 time, verse 2), (1 time, verse 9), and sinndr (1 time, verse 9).
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3. The prosodic structure of Psalm 75, in terms of these 26 briques, may be displayed as
follows [* represents atnach; : represents soph pasuq; * represents ole weyored, and 7
represents all other accents ]

I A ' Jamnaséah al tashér " mizmOr 13°asap Sir :
2 hédind Ioka *élohim hédini waqarob sameka sippori niplo’otéka :
B 3 ki’eqqah méed " “4ni mésarim ‘espot :
4 nomogim “eres wakol yosobéha " ’anoki tikkanti ‘ammiidéha selah :
I X ° “amarti lahblalim °al tahollii » walarasaimai “al tarimii qaren :
® 2al tarimi lammarém qgarnakem " tadabbarii basawwa’r ataq :
! E 16° mimmésa’ iimimma‘arab " woalo® mimmidbar harim :
8 ki “6lohim sopet " zeh yaspil wozeh yarim :

W B ° ki kos bayad yhwh' — woyayin hamar malé® mesek ™  wayaggér mizzeh*

’ak samaréha yimsia yista » kol ris‘é ares :
A " wa’ani “aggid loGlam " “dzammoarah 16°Iohé ya‘dqob :
" wakol garné rasaim “igaddéa‘ ™ tarémamnah qarnot saddiq :

4. The 26 briques (primary accentual stress units) are distributed within five strophes in Psalm
75 as follows: 24 =(5+4)+8 + (5 +4)= 9+ 8 + 9). The concentric compositional
formula (on the basis of primary stress units) is 17 // 17, with the central pivot (vv 5-6)
included in each half.

5. The arithmological center of Psalm 75 falls on the word (“for”) in 75:7a, with a total of
43 words on either side. Psalm 75 has 26 briques, 12 “verselines” (counting the heading in
1:1 as a single verseline), 5 “strophes” and 3 “cantos.” The arithmological center is in the
middle “canto,” the middle “strophe,” the two middle “verselines,” and the two middle
briques.

6. There is divergence of opinion in regards the number of “cola” in Psalm 75:

Christensen 26 briques (including the heading)
Fokkleman ?? cola (excluding the heading)
Labuschagne 24 cola (excluding the heading)

Terrien 23 cola (including the heading)

van der Lugt ?? cola (?), file not yet posted on website

7. Determining the details of the musical and literary structures of Psalm 75 as a whole calls for
input on the part of others in the Psalms Group, as we consider the rhetorical features in
greater depth and further information contained in the te‘amim of this particular text.
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