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Genesis 10:1–32—Logoprosodic Analysis 
Translation and Textual Notes 

I. Table of Nations: Descendants of Noah’s Three Sons Gen 10:1–32 

A. Strophe 1: Sons of Japheth—the Coastlands of the Nations (10:1–5) [17.12] 

10:1 And these / are the generations of the sons of Noah /  15 2 4 4 0 
  Shem / Ham and Japheth //  __9 2_ _3 3 0 
   9:27–10:1b   36 26 10  

 And sons / were born to them / after the Flood //  _20 3_ _5 0 5 
   9:25–10:1   57 34 23  

10:2 The sons of Japheth / were Gomer and Magog /   _14 2_ _4 4 0 
   9:29–10:2a   26 20 6  

 And Madai / and Javan and Tubal //  15 2 3 3 0 
  and Meshach / and Tiras //  __9 2_ _2 0 2 
   9:29–10:2   31 23 8  

10:3 And the sons / of Gomer //  8 2 2 2 0 
  were Ashkenaz and Riphath / and Togarmah //  _13 2_ _3 0 3 
   10:1–3   26 16 10 

10:4 And the sons of Javan / were Elishah /a and Tarshish //   18 3 4 4 0 
  Kittim / and Dodanim //  _10 2_ _2 0 2 
   10:1–4   32 20 12 

10:5 From these / were separated / the coastlands of the nations /  _17 3_ _4 4 0 
   10:2–5a   24 17 7 

 Into their lands / each one after its own language //   13 2 3 3 0 
  according to their families / by their nations //  _13 2_ _2 0 2 
   9:29–10:5   51 36 15 

B. Strophe 2: Sons of Ham—from Egypt to Mesopotamia and Nimrod (10:6–9) [11.14] 

10:6 And the sons / of Ham //   7 2 2 2 0 
  were Cush and Egypt / and Put and Canaan //  _17 2_ _4 0 4 
   10:3–6   26 15 11 

10:7 And the sons of Cush / were Seba / and Havilah /  16 3 4 4 0 
  and Sabtah and Raamah / and Sabteca //   13 2 3 3 0 
  and the sons of Raamah / were Sheba and Dedan //  _16 2_ _4 0 4 
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   10:6–7   17 9 8 

10:8 And Cush / fathered Nimrod //  10 2 4 4 0  
  and he was the first / to become /a a mighty man / on earth // _17 4_ _5 0 5 

   10:6–8   26 13 13 

10:9 He was /a a mighty hunter / before YHWH //  18 3 6 6 0  
  therefore / it is said /  8 2 3 0 3 
  “Like Nimrod / a mighty hunter / before YHWH //  _16 3_ _5 0 5 
   10:8–9   23 10 13 

C. Strophe 3: Nimrod and the Building of Nineveh, the “Great City” (10:10–12) [9.8] 

10:10 And the beginning of his kingdom / was Babel /  15 2 4 4 0 
  and Erech / and Akkad and Calneh //  10 2 3 3 0 
   in the land / of Shinar //  __6 2_ _2 0 2 
    10:8–10   32 17 15 

10:11 From that land / he went forth /a to Assyria //   _16 3_ _5 5 0 
   10:6–11a   54 31 23  

 And he built / Nineveh / and Rehoboth-Ir \a and Calah //  _23 3_ _8 0 8 
    10:8–11   45 22 23 

10:12 And Resen /   __4 1_ _2 2 0 
   10:6–12a   64 33 31 

 Between Nineveh / and Calah //  14 2 4 4 0 
  that is / the great city //  _12 2_ _3 0 3 
   10:8–12   54 28 26 

D. Strophe 4: Bible Lands—Egypt, Philistia and the Caananites (10:13–18a) [10.11] 

10:13 And Egypt / fathered / Ludim and Anamim /  20 3 6 6 0 
  and Lehabim / and Naphtuhim //  _13 2_ _4 4 0 
    10:11–13   32 21 11 

10:14 And Pathrusim / and Casluhim /  13 2 4 4 0 
  from which came / the Philistines / and Caphtorim // s _21 3_ _6 6 0 
    10:12–14   29 26 3 

10:15 And Canaan / fathered / Sidon his first-born / and Heth //  _22 4_ _7 7 0 
   10:14–15   17 17 0 

10:16 And the Jebusite / and the Amorite /  and the  Girgashite //  _24 3_ _6 6 0 
   10:14–16   23 23 0 
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10:17 And the Hivite and the Arkite / and the Sinite //  _19 2_ _6 6 0 
   10:13–17   39 39 0 

10:18 And the Arvadite and the Zemarite / and the Hamathite //   _25 2_ _6 6 0 
   10:12–18   54 51 3 

E. Strophe 5: Spread of the Canaanites in the Holy Land (10:18b–20) [8.9] 

 And afterward the Canaanite / families / spread abroad //   _19 3_ _4 0 4 
   10:10–18   80 63 17 

10:19 And the Canaanite territory / was / from Sidon /  18 3 4 4 0 
  as you come toward Gerar / as far as Gaza //   _14 2_ _4 4 0 
   10:16–19b   30 26 4 

 As you come / toward Sodom and Gomorrah /  _16 2_ _3 0 3 
    10:12–19c   69 59 10 

 And Admah and Zeboyim / as far as Lasha //  _15 2_ _4 0 4 
   10:13–19   64 53 11 

10:20 These are the sons of Ham /  8 1 3 3 0 
  after their families / after their languages //   14 2 2 2 0 
   by their lands / by their nations // s _12 2_ _2 0 2 
   10:18–20   32 19 13 

F. Strophe 6: Sons of Shem: Elam, Assyria, Aram and Eber (10:21–25) [14.12] 

10:21 And to Shem was born / also him //  10 2 4 4 0 
  (he is) father / of all the sons of Eber /  10 2 4 0 4 
   (and) brother / of Japheth the eldest //  _10 2_ _3 0 3 
   10:19–21   33 17 16 

10:22 The sons of Shem / were Elam and Asshur //  _13 2_ _4 4 0 
   10:15–22a   66 46 20 

 And Arpachshad / and Lud and Aram //  _11 2_ _3 0 3 
   10:15–22   69 46 23  

10:23 And the sons / of Aram //   8 2 2 2 0 
   were Uz and Hul / and Gether and Mash //  _11 2_ _4 0 4 
   10:19–23   46 23 23 

10:24 And Arphachshad / fathered Shelah //   11 2 4 4 0  
   and Shelah / fathered Eber //  _10 2_ _4 0 4 
   10:21–24   32 14 18 
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10:25 And to Eber was born / two sons //  _15 2_ _4 4 0  
   10:20–25a   43 23 20  

 The name of the one / was Peleg /   9 2 3 0 3 
   for in his days / the land was divided (nipl¸gAh) /  16 2 4 0 4 
   and the name of his brother / was Joktan //  _10 2_ _3 0 3 
   10:21–25   46 18 28  

G. Strophe 7: Sons of Joktan—the Hill Country to the East (10:26–32) [12.17] 

10:26 And Joktan fathered / Almodad \a and Sheleph //   18 2 6 6 0 
   and Hazarmaveth / and Jerah //  _12 2_ _4 0 4 
   10:24–26   32 14 18 

10:27 And Hadoram and Uzal / and Diklah //  _18 2_ _6 6 0 
   10:22–27   51 26 25 

10:28 And Obal and Abimael / and Sheba //  _20 2_ _6 6 0 
   10:24–28   44 26 18 

10:29 And Ophir and Havilah / and Jobab //  19 2 6 6 0   
   all these / are the sons of Joktan //  _10 2_ _4 0 4 
   10:26–29   32 24 8 

10:30 And their settlements / were /a from Mesha //  14 3 3 3 0   
   as you come toward Sephar / the hill country of the east // _14 2_ _4 0 4 
   10:29–30   17 9 8 

10:31 These are the sons of Shem /   __8 1_ _3 3 0 
   10:28–31a   26 18 8 

 After their families / after their languages //  14 2 2 2 0   
  by their lands / after their nations //  _12 2_ _2 0 2 
   10:27–31   36 26 10 

10:32 These are the families of the sons of Noah /   13 1 4 4 0 
  after their generations / by their nations //  14 2 2 2 0   
 And from these / the nations were separated /   16 2 3 0 3 
  on the earth / after the Flood // p _11 2_ _3 0 3 
   10:30–32   26 14 12 

   10:1–24   287 178 109 
   1:1–10:32   3095 1856 1239 
Scansion in Accentual Stress Units:  

(17.12).(12.14) . (9.8).(10.11).(8.9) . (14.12).(12.17) 
=  (29 + 26) + (18 + 20 + 18) + (26 + 29)  =  55 + 55 + 55  =  165 
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 or:  110 // 110 [with pivot counted in each half] 
 {165 = 3 x 55; 110 = 2 x 55 and 55 = 23 + 32} 

Concentric Compositional Formula: 287 = 166 + 1 + 166  [word count] 
 or:  167 // 167  [with pivot counted in each half] 

Notes: 
10:4a Reading munax here in BHS as disjunctive. 
10:8a Reading mEr¸kA preceded immediately by Ga'ya (= meteg) here in BHS as disjunctive. 
10:9a Reading mEr¸kA preceded immediately by Ga'ya (= meteg) here in BHS as disjunctive. 
10:11a Reading munax here in BHS as disjunctive. 
10:11b Reading Xipxa here in BHS as conjunctive. 
10:26a Reading Xipxa here in BHS as conjunctive. 
10:30a Reading mEr¸kA preceded immediately by Ga'ya (= meteg) here in BHS as disjunctive. 

Summary of the Logotechnical Prosodic Analysis 
1. Genesis 10:1–32 has 7 strophes: 10:1–5, 6–9, 10–14, 15–18a, 18b–20, 21–25 and 26–32. 

A 10:1–3 triad & quatrain + pivot: (15 + 9 + 20) + 14 + ([15 +9] + [8 + 13]) = 44 + 14 + 45 morae 
 10:3–5 2 balanced dyads + pivot: (18 +10) + 17 + (13 + 13) = 28 + 17 + 26 morae 

B 10:6–9 2 balanced dyad+ triad: ([7+17]+[16+13+16]) + ([10+17]+[18+8+16]) = 69 + 69 morae 

C 10:10–11a balanced triad: (15 + [10 + 6] +16)  = 15 + 16 + 16 morae 
 10:11b–12 2 balanced dyads: (23 + 4) + (4 + 12) = 27 + 26 morae 

X 10:13–14 2 balanced dyads: (20 + 13) + (13 + 21) = 33 + 34 morae 
 10:15–18a 2 balanced dyads: (22 + 24) + (19 + 25) = 46 + 44 morae  

C′ 10:18b–20 2 balanced triads + pivot: (19 + 18 + 14) + 16 + (15 + [8 + 14] + 12) = 51 + 16 + 49 morae 

B′ 10:21–23 balanced triads + pivot: (10 + 10 + 10) + 13 + (11 + 8 + 11) = 30 + 13 + 30 morae 
 10:24–25 2 balanced triads: (11 + 10 + 15) + (9 + 16 + 10) = 36 + 35 morae 

A′ 10:26–29 2 balanced triads: (18 + 12 + 18) + (20 + 19 + 10) = 48 + 49 morae 
 10:30–31 2 balanced dyads + pivot: (14 + 14) + 8 + (14 + 12) = 28 + 8 + 26 morae 
 10:32 2 balanced dyads: (13 + 14) + (21 + 6) = 27 + 27 morae 

2. The first strophe (10:1–5) has two parts arranged in 7 subdivisions on the basis of word-
count: 10:1, 2a, 2bc, 3, 4, 5a and 5bc.  
• 9:27–10:1 26  words before atnach  
• 9:29–10:2a 26  words  
• 9:29–10:2 23  words before atnach 
• 10:1–3 26  words 
• 10:1–4 32  words  
• 10:2–5a 17  words before atnach 
• 9:29–10:5 51  (= 17 x 3) words  
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3. The second strophe (10:6–9) is a single part arranged in 4 subdivisions on the basis of 
word-count: 10:6, 7, 8 and 9. 
• 10:3–6 26  words  
• 10:6–7 17  words  
• 10:6–8 26 =  13 + 13  [compositional formula] 
• 10:8–9 23  words  

4. The third strophe (10:10–12) has two parts arranged in 5 subdivisions on the basis of word-
count: 10:6, 7a, 7b, 8a and 8bc. 
• 10:8–10 32  words and 17 words before atnach 
• 10:6–11a 23  words after atnach 
• 10:8–11 23  words after atnach 
• 10:6–12a 64  (= 32 x 2) words 
• 10:8–12 26  words after atnach 

5. The fourth strophe (10:13–18a) has two parts arranged in 6 subdivisions on the basis of 
word-count: 10:13, 14, 15, 16, 17 and 18a. 
• 10:11–13 32  words  
• 10:12–14 26  words before atnach 
• 10:14–15 17  words  
• 10:14–16 23  words  
• 10:13–17 39  (= 13 x 3) words  
• 10:12–18 51  (= 17 x 3) words before atnach 

6. The fifth strophe (10:18b–20) is a single part arranged in 5 subdivisions on the basis of 
word-count: 10:18b, 19ab, 19c, 19d and 20. 
• 10:10–18 17  words after atnach 
• 10:16–19b 26 words before atnach  
• 10:12–19c 69  (= 23 x 3) words 
• 10:13–19 64  (= 32 x 2) words 
• 10:18–20 32  words  

7. The sixth strophe (10:21–25) has two parts arranged in 7 subdivisions on the basis of word-
count: 10:21, 22a, 22b, 23, 24, 25a and 25b–d. 
• 10:19–21 17  words before atnach 
• 10:15–22a 46  (= 23 x 2) words before atnach 
• 10:15–22 69 =  46 + 23  [compositional formula] 
• 10:19–23 46 =  23 + 23  [compositional formula] 
• 10:21–24 32  words  
• 10:20–25a 23 words before atnach  
• 10:21–25 46  (= 23 x 2) words  
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8. The seventh strophe (10:26–32) has three parts arranged in 8 subdivisions on the basis of 
word-count patterns: 10:26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31a, 31bc and 32. 
• 10:24–26 32  words  
• 10:22–27 51  (= 17 x 3) words and 26 words before atnach 
• 10:24–28 26 words before atnach  
• 10:26–29 32  words  
• 10:29–30 17  words  
• 10:28–31a 26  words  
• 10:27–31 26 words before atnach  
• 10:30–32 26  words  
• 1:1–10:32 1856 (= 32 x 58) words before atnach  {58 = numerical value of “Noah”} 

Observations 
1. The 7 strophes in Gen 10:1–32 may be outlined within a menorah pattern, which is 

determined primarily on prosodic grounds in terms of the inverse concentric arrangement of 
syntactic accentual-stress units, rather than content as such—though repetition of themes 
underscores the concentric structure found in the prosodic analysis to some degree.  

Table of Nations: Seventy Nations Descended from Noah’s Sons Gen 10:1–32 
A S1: Sons of Japheth—the Coastlands of the Nations [17.12] 10:1–5 
B S2:  Sons of Ham—from Egypt to Mesopotamia and Nimrod [12.14] 10:6–9 
C S3:    Nimrod and the building of the “Great City” of Nineveh  [9.8] 10:10–14 
X S4:    Egypt, Philistia & Canaan (Jebusites, Amorites, Girgashites) [10.11] 10:15–18a 
C′ S5:     Spread of the Canaanites in the Holy Land [8.9] 10:18b–20 
B′ S6:    Sons of Shem: Elam, Assyria, Aram / Eber’s sons: Peleg and Joktan [14.12] 10:21–25 
A′ S7:  Sons of Joktan—the hill country of the east [12.17] 10:26–32 

The genealogical list here is placed within a framework (10:1 and 32) that mentions the 
three sons of Noah and the Flood; for all the nations are descended from these three. 
Repetition of the word “generations” (toledoth) in these same two verses forms an inclusion 
around the Table of Nations in Genesis 10. The list includes 70 personal names in addition 
to Noah and his three sons. The sons of Ham, which include Babylon, Egypt and Caanan, 
occupy the center of this concentric structure. It is curious to note that the post-Flood hero 
Nimrod, “the mighty hunter before YHWH,” is a descendant of Ham who is associated with 
Babylon, Akkad and Assyria—and the building of Nineveh in particular. In Micah 5:5 [Eng. 
5:6] Nimrod is in parallel (and presumably equated) with Assyria.  

E. A. Speiser [“In Search of Nimrod,” Oriental and Biblical Studies (1967), pp. 41–52] sees 
Nimrod as a legendary hero, eponym, or historical personage whose name is an 
abbreviation of one formed with “Ninurta” or “Marduk,” like Tukulti-Ninurta I. Peter Machinist 
notes that Nimrod as hunter “is a well-known royal motif in Mesopotamian literature and art 
which became especially prominent with the Neo-Assyrian kings.” He sees Nimrod “as a 
legendary—and composite—eponym of Mesopotamia” comparable with the Ninos of Greek 
tradition [ABD 4 (1992), p. 1117]. A Neo-Assyrian setting (9th–7th centuries BCE) would 
explain the references to Nineveh and Calah (= modern Nimrud). Calah, founded apparently 
in the early 13th century BCE, only became a major capital with its grandiose revival under 
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Asshurnasirpal II in the early 9th century. Nineveh became the capital of Assyria under 
Sennacherib (705–612 BCE). In some post-biblical sources, Nimrod is “singled out as the 
greatest sinner since the Flood, whose crowning evils were his claim to be divine and his 
willingness to sponsor the Tower of Babel.” But elsewhere he is described in opposition to 
the building of this Tower.  

Peter Machinist argues that “Rehoboth-Ir” is best explained as Assyrian reBÏT Ali (“the public 
square of a city”)—more specifically, given its position next to Nineveh, it should be rebīt 
Ninua, the large square complex of Nineveh that the 8th–7th century Assyrian king 
Sennacherib enlarged as part of his great rebuilding of the city when he established it as the 
principal imperial capital. “Resen” makes good sense as Assyrian risnu, an aqueduct or 
canal—i.e., the huge canal system around Nineveh, dug by Sennacherib. A second example 
of a famous risnu was dug by Asshurnasirpal II in the early 9th century in the area of Calah 
(= modern Nimrud), and restored by Esarhaddon in the early 7th century. The “great city” in 
Gen 10:12 is thus Nineveh, as witnessed four times [“Nineveh, the great city”] in the book of 
Jonah 1:2; 3:2, 3 and 4:11. 

2. The setuma layout-marker at the end of 10:14 marks the structural center of Gen 10:1–32, 
in terms of its prosodic structure. The arithmological center in terms of both letter-count 
and word-count is a bit off-center (see Observations 4 and 5 below). 

3. The gematrical value of the proper nouns in Genesis 10 (listed in the order in which they 
appear in the text) is as follows: 

 Value in 400-Gematria Value in 22-Gematria 
Noah xn 58 = 50+8 22 = 14+8   

Shem £H 340 = 300+40 34 = 21+13 

Ham  £x 48 = 8+40 21 = 8+13 

Japheth tpy 490 = 10+80+400 49 = 10+17+22 

The total word-count (before atnach) of Genesis 1–10 may have been calculated to highlight 
the numerical value of Noah’s name:  1856 = 32 x 58. The number 58 in 400-gematria is 
also the value of Dedan (10:7) and Calah (= modern Nimrud; 10:11–12). The numerical 
value of Nimrod (10:8–9) is:  294 = 2x3x7x7. 

The gematrical value of Noah and his three sons in 400-gematria is: 

58+340+48+490 = 936 = 23 x 32 x 13 = 26 x 36 
 
Descendants (14) of Japheth 

Gomer rmg 243 = 3+40+200 36 = 3+13+20 

Magog gwgm 52 = 40+3+6+3 25 = 13+3+6+3 

Madai ydm 54 = 40+4+10 27 = 13+4+10 

Javan §wy 66 = 10+6+50 30 = 10+6+14 

Tubal lbt 432 = 400+2+30 36 = 22+2+12 

Meshach ¢Hm 360 = 40+300+20 45 = 13+21+11 
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Tiras sryt 670 = 400+10+200+60 67 = 22+10+20+15 

Ashkenaz znkH' 378 = 1+300+20+50+7 54 = 1+21+11+14+7 

Riphath tpyr 690 = 200+10+80+400 69 = 20+10+17+22 

Togarmah hmrgt 675 = 400+3+200+40+5 63 = 22+3+20+13+5 

Elishah hHyl' 346 = 1+30+10+300+5 49 = 1+12+10+21+5 

Tarshish HyHrt 1210 = 400+200+300+10+300 94 = 22+20+21+10+21 

Kittim £ytk 470 = 20+400+10+40 56 = 11+22+10+13 

Dodanim £yndd 108 = 4+4+50+10+40 45 = 4+4+14+10+13 
 
Descendants (30) of Ham 

Cush Hwk 326 = 20+6+300 38 = 11+6+21 

Mizraim £yrcm 380 = 40+90+200+10+40 74 = 13+18+20+10+13 

Put Xwp 95 = 80+6+9 32 = 17+6+9 

Canaan §vnk 190 = 20+50+70+50 55 = 11+14+16+14 

Seba 'bs 63 = 60+2+1 18 = 15+2+1 

Havilah hlywx 59 = 8+6+10+30+5 41 = 8+6+10+12+5 

Sabtah htbs 467 = 60+2+400+5 44 = 15+2+22+5 

Raamah  hmvr 315 = 200+70+40+5 54 = 20+16+13+5 

Sabteca 'ktbs 483 = 60+2+400+20+1 51 = 15+2+22+11+1 

Sheba 'bH 303 = 300+2+1 24 = 21+2+1 

Dedan §dd 58 = 4+4+50 22 = 4+4+14 

Nimrod drmn 294 = 50+40+200+4 51 = 14+13+20+4 
 
Ludim  £ydwl 90 = 30+6+4+10+40 41 = 12+6+10+13   

Anamim £ymnv 210 = 70+50+40+10+40 66 = 16+14+13+10+13 

Lehabim £ybhl 87 = 30+5+2+10+40 42 = 12+5+2+10+13 

Naphtuhim £yxtpn 588 = 50+80+400+8+10+40 84 = 14+17+22+8+10+13 

Pathrusim £ysrtp 790 = 80+400+200+60+10+40 97 = 17+22+20+15+10+13 

Casluhim £yxlsk 168 = 20+60+30+8+10+40 69 = 11+15+12+8+10+13 
 
Sidon §dyc 154 = 90+10+4+50 46 = 18+10+4+14  

Heth tx 408 = 8+400 30 = 8+22 
 
Jebusite yswby 88 = 10+2+6+60+10 43 = 10+2+6+15+10 

Amorite yrm' 251 = 1+40+200+10 44 = 1+13+20+10 

Girgashite yHgrg 516 = 3+200+3+300+10 57 = 3+20+3+21+10 

Hivite ywx 24 = 8+6+10 24 = 8+6+10 
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Arkite yqrv 380 = 70+200+100+10 65 = 16+20+19+10 

Sinite ynys 130 = 60+10+50+10 49 = 15+10+14+10  

Arvadite ydwr' 221 = 1+200+6+4+10 41 = 1+20+6+4+10 

Zemarite yrmc 340 = 90+40+200+10 61 = 18+13+20+10 

Hamathite ytmx 458 = 8+40+400+10 53 = 8+13+22+10 

[Canaanite ynvnk 200 = 20+50+70+50+10 65 = 11+14+16+14+10] 
 

Descendants (26) of Shem 

Eber rbv 272 = 70+2+200 38 = 16+2+20 

Elam £lyv 150 = 70+10+30+40 51 = 16+10+12+13 

Asshur rwH' 507 = 1+300+6+200 48 = 1+21+6+20 

Arpachshad dHkpr' 605 = 1+200+80+20+300+4 74 = 1+20+17+11+21+4 

Lud dwl 40 = 30+6+4 22 = 12+6+4 

Aram £r' 241 = 1+200+40 34 = 1+20+13 

Uz ¶wv 166 = 70+6+90 40 = 16+6+18 

Hul lwx 44 = 8+6+30 26 = 8+6+12 

Gether rtg 603 = 3+400+200 45 = 3+22+20 

Mash Hm 340 = 40+300 34 = 13+21 

Shelah xlH 338 = 300+30+8 41 = 21+12+8 

Peleg glp 113 = 80+30+3 32 = 17+12+3 

Joktan §Xqy 169 = 10+100+9+50 52 = 10+19+9+14 

Almodad ddwml' 85 = 1+30+40+6+4+4 40 = 1+12+13+6+4+4 

Sheleph •lH 410 = 300+30+80 50 = 21+12+17 

Hazarmaveth twmrcx 744 = 8+90+200+40+6+400 87 = 8+18+20+13+6+22 

Jerah xry 218 = 10+200+8 38 = 10+20+8 

Hadoram £rwdh 255 = 5+4+6+200+40 48 = 5+4+6+20+13 

Uzal lzw' 44 = 1+6+7+30 26 = 1+6+7+12 

Diklah hlqd 139 = 4+100+30+5 40 = 4+19+12+5 

Obal lbwv 108 = 70+6+2+30 36 = 16+6+2+12 

Abimael l'myb' 84 = 1+2+10+40+1+30 39 = 1+2+10+13+1+12 

Sheba 'bH 303 = 300+2+1 24 = 21+2+1 

Ophir rpw' 287 = 1+6+80+200 44 = 1+6+17+20 

Havilah hlywx 59 = 8+6+10+30+5 41 = 8+6+10+12+5 

Jobab bbwy 20 = 10+6+2+2 20 = 10+6+2+2 
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Places and Peoples (21) Mentioned: 

Babel lbb 34 = 2+2+30 16 = 2+2+12 

Erech ¢r' 221 = 1+200+20 32 = 1+20+11 

Akkad dk' 25 = 1+20+4 16 = 1+11+4 

Calneh hnlk 105 = 20+30+50+5 42 = 11+12+14+5 

Shinar rvnH 620 = 300+50+70+200 71 = 21+14+16+20 

Assyria rwH' 507 1+300+6+200 48 = 1+21+6+20 

Nineveh hwnyn 121 = 50+10+50+6+5 49 = 14+10+14+6+5 

Rehoboth-Ir ryv tbxr 890 = 200+8+2+400+70+10+200 98 = 20+8+2+22+16+10+20 

Calah xlk 58 = 20+30+8 31 = 11+12+8 

Resen §sr 310 = 200+60+50 49 = 20+15+14 
 
Philistines £ytHlp 860 = 80+30+300+400+10+40 95 = 17+12+21+22+10+13 

Caphtorim £yrtpk 750 = 20+80+400+200+10+40 93 = 11+17+22+20+10+13 
  
Sidon §dyc 154 = 90+10+4+50 46 = 18+10+4+14 

Gerar rrg 403 = 3+200+200 43 = 3+20+20 

Gaza hzv 82 = 70+7+5 28 = 16+7+5 

Sodom £ds 104 = 60+4+40 32 = 15+4+13 

Gomorrah hrmv 315 = 70+40+200+5 54 = 16+13+20+5 

Admah hmd' 50 = 1+4+40+5 23 = 1+4+13+5 

Zeboyim £ybc 142 = 90+2+10+40 43 = 18+2+10+13 

Lasha vHl 400 = 30+300+70 49 = 12+21+16 
 
Mesha 'Hm 431 = 40+300+1 35 = 13+21+1 

Sephar rps 340 = 60+80+200 52 = 15+17+20 

4. There are 1123 letters in Gen 10:1–32 in BHS. The structural center in terms of letter-count 
falls on the letter waw in the third occurrence of the word t'w in 10:17, with 561 letters on 
either side. 

 17 ywxh t'w  And the Hivite 

 yqrvh t'w  and the Arkite 

 ynysh t'w  and the Sinite 

 18 ydwr'h t'w  And the Arvadite 

 yrmch t'w  and the Zemarite 

The initial concentric compositional formula on the basis of letter-count is: 
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 1123 = 561 + 1 + 561  [letter-count] 
  or:  562 // 562  [with pivot counted in each half] 
   {561 = 17 x 33} 

5. In terms of the 287 words in Genesis 10:1–32, the arithmological center falls on the word 
t'w (“the [Girgashite]”) in 10:16, with 143 words on either side. The initial concentric 
compositional formula is: 

 287 = 143 + 1 + 143 [word count] 
  or:  144 // 144 [with pivot counted in each half] 

The meaningful center may be expanded by including 9 words on either side of the 
arithmological center, as follows: 

 tx t'w wrkb §dyc t' Sidon his first-born and Heth 

 16 yswbyh t'w And the Jebusite 

 yHgrgh  t'w  yrm'h t'w And the Amorite and the Girgashite 

 17 yqrvh t'w ywxh t'w And Hivite and the Arkite 

 ynysh t'w And the Sinite 

 18  ydwr'h t'w And the Arvadite 

In this instance, the concentric compositional formula becomes:  

 287 = 134 + 19 + 134  [word count] 
 or: 153 // 153  [with “pivot” included in each half] 
  {153 = 17 x 9} 

6. Summary of the concentric compositional formulae for Gen 10:1–32 

287  = 142 + 3 + 142  or: 145 // 145 
287  = 134 + 19 + 134  or: 153 // 153  {153 = 17 x 9} 

{with others in between} 

287  =  19 + 249  +  19 or: 268 // 268   
287  =  12 + 263  +  12 or: 275 // 275  {275 = 5 x 55}   

165  =  55  + 55 +  55 or: 110 // 110  syntactic accentual-stress units 
 {165 = 55 x 3; 110 = 55x 2 and 55 = 23 + 32} 

69  =  23 + 23 +  23 or:  46 // 46  briques (primary accentual-stress units) 
 {69 = 23 x 3 and 46 = 23 x 2} 
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7. In the prosodic structure of Gen 10:1–32, the basic building blocks (briques) in each poetic 
verset are the primary syntactic accentual stress units. These sub-units are delineated 
by the Masoretes, who marked the boundaries with one of the following: 

• Soph Pasuq A large colon following a word signifies the end of a verse, which does 
not always coincide with the end of a sentence. 

• Atnach A small caret-like mark (like ^) beneath the consonantal text, pointing 
upward, is used to divide most verses. Its primary importance for our 
purposes concerns its use in the matter of numerical composition—i.e., 
the total word-count in each line is divided into the number of words 
before and after atnach. 

In the prosodic analysis presented with the translation (above), the presence of these two 
primary disjunctive markers is indicated with a double slash (//). Gen 10:1–32 has 69 
briques (primary stress units), 65 of which are marked by soph pasuq (32 times, at the end 
of each verse), atnach (25 times, in each verse except verses 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 27 and 28) 
and zaqeph qaton (8 times). The boundaries of the 4 remaining briques are marked by 
revia (2 time, in verses 14 and 25) and tevir (2 times, in verses 13 and 14). 

8. The prosodic structure of Gen 10:1–32, in terms of its briques (primary syntactic accentual-
stress units), may be displayed as follows: ^ represents atnach; : represents soph pasuq; ‡ 

represents zaqeph qaton; and † represents all other accent markers. 

I A 1 w¸'Elleh TÙl¸dOt B¸n  nOax ‡  HEm xAm wAyApet ^  
   wayyiwwAl¸d˚ lAhem BAnÓm 'axar hammaBB˚l :  
  2 B¸n  yepet GOmer ˚mAgÙg ‡ ˚mAday w¸yAwAn w¸t˘bAl ^   ˚meHek w¸tÓrAs :  
  3 ˚B¸n  GOmer ^   'aHK·naz w¸rÓpat w¸tOgarmAh :  

  4 ˚B¸n  yAwAn 'ÈlÓHAh w¸tarHÓH ^     KiTTÓm w¸dOdAnÓm :  
  5 mE'Elleh nipr¸d˚ 'iyy  haGGÙyÏm B¸'arcOtAm 'ÓH lilHOnÙ ^       
     l¸miHP¸xOtAm B¸gÙyEhem :  

 

 B 6 ˚B¸n  xAm ^       K˚H ˚Œmicrayim ˚p˚X ˚k¸nAvan : 
  7  ˚B¸n  k˚H ‡    s¸bA' wax·wÓlAh ‡    

   w¸sabTAh w¸ravmAh w¸sabT¸kA' ^ ˚B¸n  ravmAh H¸bA' ˚d¸dAn : 
  8  w¸k˚H yAlad 'et nimrOd ^  h˚' hExEl lihyÙt GiBBOr BA'Arec :  

  9 h˚' hAyAh GiBBOr cayid lipn  yhwh ^    val KEn yE'Amar ‡  

     K¸nimrOd GiBBÙr cayid lipn  yhwh : 
 
II C 10 waTT¸hÓ rE'HÓt mamlakTÙ BAbel ‡ w¸'erek w¸'aKKad w¸kalnEh ^  B¸'erec HinvAr : 
  11 min hA'Arec hahÓ' yAcA' 'aHH˚r ^ 
      wayyiben 'et nÓn¸wEh w¸'et r¸xObOt vÓr w¸'et KAlax :  

  12 w¸'et resen B n nÓn¸wEh ˚b n KAlax ^     hÓ' hAvÓr haGG¸dOlAh : 
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 X 13 ˚micrayim yAlad 'et l˚dÓm w¸'et v·nAmÓm †  w¸'et l¸hAbÓm w¸'et napTuxÓm : 
  14 w¸'et Patr˘sÓm w¸'et KasluxÓm † 

      '·Her yAc¸'˚ miHHAm P¸liHTÓm w¸'et KapTOrÓm :  
  15 ˚k¸navan yAlad 'et cÓdOn B¸kOrÙ w¸'et xEt : 
  16 w¸'et hay¸b˚sÓ w¸'et hA'ÈmOrÓ ‡       w¸'Et  haGGirGAHÓ : 
  17 w¸'et h·xiwwÓ w¸'et h·varqÓ w¸'et hassÓnÓ  :  

  18 w¸'et h·'arwAdÓ w¸'et hacc¸mArÓ w¸'et hax·mAtÓ ^       
 
 C  w¸'axar nApOc˚ miHP¸xÙt h·KK¸nav·nÓ :  19 way¸hÓ G¸b˚l h·KK¸nav·nÓ miccÓdOn ‡ 
   BO'·kAh gU̧ rArAh vad vazzAh ^    BO'·kAh s¸dOmAh wav·mOrAh †  

      w¸'admAh ˚c¸bOyÏm vad lAHav : 
  20 'Elleh b¸n  xAm l¸miHP¸xOtAm lilHOnOtAm ^   B¸'arcOtAm B¸gÙyEhem :  

 

III B 21 ˚l¸HEm yullad Gam h˚' ^    '·bÓ Kol B¸n  vEber '·xÓ yepet haGGAdÙl :  

  22 B¸n  HEm v lAm w¸'aHH˚r ^   w¸'arPakHad w¸l˚d wa'·rAm :  

  23 ˚B¸n  '·rAm ^    v˚c w¸x˚l w¸geter wAmaH :  
  24w¸'arPakHad yAlad 'et HAlax ^  w¸Helax yAlad 'et vEber :  

  25˚l¸vEber yullad H¸n  bAnÓm ^  HEm hA'exAd Peleg † 

    KÓ b¸yAmAyw nipl¸gAh hA'Arec w¸HEm 'AxÓw yoqXAn :  

 

 A 26w¸yokXAn yAlad 'et 'almÙdAd w¸'et HAlep ^   w¸'et x·carmAwet w¸'et yArax :  

   27 w¸'et h·dÙrAm w¸'et '˚zAl w¸'et DiqlAh :  
      28 w¸'et vÙbAl w¸'et '·bÓmA'El w¸'et H¸bA' :  

  29 w¸'et 'ÙpÏr w¸'et x·wÓlAh w¸'et yÙbAb ^    Kol 'Elleh B¸n  yoqXAn :  

 

  30way¸hÓ mÙHAbAm mimmEHA' ^     BO'·kAh s¸pArAh har haqqedem :  

  31'Elleh b¸n  HEm l¸miHP¸xOtAm lilHOnOtAm ^  B¸'arcOtAm l¸gÙyEhem :  

  32'Elleh miHP¸xOt B¸n  nOax l¸tÙl¸dOtAm B¸gÙyEhem ^     

     ˚mE'Elleh nipr¸d˚ haGGÙyÏm BA'Arec 'axar hammaBB˚l :  

The arithmological center of Gen 10:1–32 falls on the word  w¸'Et  (marker of definite 
direct object) in Gen 10:16, with a total of 143 words on either side. There are 162 syntactic 
accentual-stress units, 69 briques (primary accentual stress units), 34 versets, 7 strophes 
and 3 cantos. The arithmological center is in the middle canto, the middle strophe, the 
middle two versets, the middle three briques, and the middle four syntactic accentual-stress 
units.   
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According to the analysis presented here, the 69 briques in Gen 10:1–32 are distributed as 
follows: 69 = (12 + 11) + (7 + 9 + 7) + (11 + 12)  =  (23 + 23 + 23); or:  46 // 46. 

9. Note the following list of compositional numbers at the boundaries of the verses counting 
from the beginning of Genesis 10:1–32 

Gen 10:1–3 26 words  
Gen 10:1–4 32 words  
Gen 10:1–7 58 (= 26 + 32) words  
Gen 10:1–8 40 (= 17 + 23) words before atnach 
Gen 10:1–9 46 (= 23 x 2) words before atnach 
Gen 10:1–11 58 (= 26 + 32) words before atnach 
Gen 10:1–12 64 (= 32 x 2) words before atnach 
Gen 10:1–18 161 (= 23 x 7) words and 52 (= 26 x 2) words after atnach 
Gen 10:1–21 68 (= 17 x 4) words after atnach 
Gen 10:1–22 130 (= 26 x 5) words before atnach 
Gen 10:1–24 136 (= 17 x 8) words before atnach 
Gen 10:1–31 275 (= 23 + 32) x 5 words  

It is not possible to use one of the four compositional numbers (17, 23, 26 and 32) at the 
verse boundaries until the end of verse 2, which leaves 31 boundaries to work with. In 8 out 
of 31 of these boundaries (or 25.8% of the time) a multiple of one of the four compositional 
numbers is present. If the numbers 40, 55 and 58 are added, the percentage increases to 
38.7% (12 out of 31). This evidence suggests a slight possibility of deliberate design at the 
point of the numerical composition of Gen 10:1–32. 

10. The divine name YHWH appears twice times in Gen 10:9, both times in regards Nimrod who 
was “a mighty hunter before YHWH.” 

11. Determining the details of the musical and literary structures in Genesis calls for input on the 
part of others in the Word Count Project, as we consider the rhetorical features in greater 
depth and further information contained in the te‘amim of this particular text. 
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