Genesis 10:1-32—Logoprosodic Analysis

Translation and Textual Notes

|. Table of Nations: Descendants of Noah’s Three Sons Gen 10:1-32

A. Strophe 1: Sons of Japheth—the Coastlands of the Nations (10:1-5) [17.12]

%1 And these / are the generations of the sons of Noah / 15 2 4 4 0

Shem / Ham and Japheth // _9 2 3 3 0

9:27-10:1b 36 26 10

And sons / were born to them / after the Flood // 20 3_ 5 0 5

9:25-10:1 57 34 23

%2 The sons of Japheth / were Gomer and Magog / 14 2 4 4 0

9:29-10:2a 26 20 6

And Madai / and Javan and Tubal // 15 2 3 3 0

and Meshach / and Tiras // _9 2_ 2 0 2

9:29-10:2 31 23 8

93 And the sons / of Gomer // 8 2 2 2 0

were Ashkenaz and Riphath / and Togarmah // 13 2 3 0 3

1043 26 16 10

%4 And the sons of Javan / were Elishah /2 and Tarshish // 18 3 4 4 0

Kittim / and Dodanim // _10 2_ 2 0 2

1044 32 20 12

%% From these / were separated / the coastlands of the nations / 17 3_ 4 4 0

10:2-5a 24 17 7

Into their lands / each one after its own language // 13 2 3 3 0

according to their families / by their nations // 13 2 2 0 2

9:29-10:5 51 36 15

B. Strophe 2: Sons of Ham—from Egypt to Mesopotamia and Nimrod (10:6-9) [11.14]

%6 And the sons / of Ham // 7 2 2 2 0

were Cush and Egypt / and Put and Canaan // 17 2 4 0 4

10:3-6 26 15 11

%7 And the sons of Cush / were Seba / and Havilah / 16 3 4 4 0

and Sabtah and Raamah / and Sabteca // 13 2 3 3 0

and the sons of Raamah / were Sheba and Dedan // 16 2_ 4 0 4
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10:6-7 17 9 8
%8 And Cush / fathered Nimrod // 10 2 4 4 0
and he was the first / to become /2 a mighty man /on earth// 17 4_ 5 0 5
106-8 26 13 13
9% He was /% a mighty hunter / before YHWH // 18 3 6 6 0
therefore /it is said / 8 2 3 0 3
“Like Nimrod / a mighty hunter / before YHWH // 16 3 5 0 5
10:8-9 23 10 13
C. Strophe 3: Nimrod and the Building of Nineveh, the “Great City” (10:10-12) [9.8]
1010 And the beginning of his kingdom / was Babel / 15 2 4 4 0
and Erech / and Akkad and Calneh // 10 2 3 3 0
in the land / of Shinar // 6 2 2 0 2
10:8-10 32 17 15
%1 From that land / he went forth /2 to Assyria // 16 3 5 5 0
10:6-11a 54 31 23
And he built / Nineveh / and Rehoboth-Ir \* and Calah // 23 3_ 8 0 8
10:8-1 45 22 23
1042 And Resen / 4 1 2 2 0
10:6-12a 64 33 31
Between Nineveh / and Calah // 14 2 4 4 0
that is / the great city // 12 2 3 0 3
10:8-12 54 28 26
D. Strophe 4: Bible Lands—Egypt, Philistia and the Caananites (10:13-18a) [10.11]
1013 And Egypt / fathered / Ludim and Anamim / 20 3 6 6 0
and Lehabim / and Naphtuhim // 13 2 4 4 0
10:11-13 32 21 11
1014 And Pathrusim / and Casluhim / 13 2 4 4 0
from which came / the Philistines / and Caphtorim // o} 21 3 6 6 0
10:12-14 29 26 3
1075 And Canaan / fathered / Sidon his first-born / and Heth // 22 4 7 7 0
10:14-15 17 17 0
1016 And the Jebusite / and the Amorite / Girgashite // 24 3_ 6 6 0
10:14-16 23 23 0
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1917 And the Hivite and the Arkite / and the Sinite //

1918~ And the Arvadite and the Zemarite / and the Hamathite //

E. Strophe 5: Spread of the Canaanites in the Holy Land (10:18b—-20)

And afterward the Canaanite / families / spread abroad //

1019 And the Canaanite territory / was / from Sidon /
as you come toward Gerar / as far as Gaza //

As you come / toward Sodom and Gomorrah /

And Admah and Zeboyim / as far as Lasha //

1020 These are the sons of Ham /
after their families / after their languages //
by their lands / by their nations //

F. Strophe 6: Sons of Shem: Elam, Assyria, Aram and Eber (10:21-25)

121 And to Shem was born / also him //

(he is) father / of all the sons of Eber /
(and) brother / of Japheth the eldest //

%22 The sons of Shem / were Elam and Asshur //

And Arpachshad / and Lud and Aram //

10:23 And the sons / of Aram //
were Uz and Hul / and Gether and Mash //

1024 And Arphachshad / fathered Shelah //
and Shelah / fathered Eber //
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19 2 6 6 0
10:13-17 39 39 0
25 2 6 6 0
10:12-18 54 51 3
[8.9]

19 3_ 4 0 4
10:10-18 80 63 17
18 3 4 4 0

14 2 4 4 0
10:16—-19b 30 26 4
16 2 3 0 3
10:12-19¢ 69 59 10
15 2 4 0 4
10:13-19 64 53 11
8 1 3 3 0

14 2 2 2 0

° 12 2 2 0 2
10:18-20 32 19 13
[14.12]

10 2 4 4 0

10 2 4 0 4

10 2 3 0 3
10:19-21 33 17 16
13 2 4 4 0
10:15-22a 66 46 20
1 2 3 0 3
10:15-22 69 46 23
8 2 2 2 0

11 2 4 0 4
10:19-23 46 23 23
11 2 4 4 0

10 2 4 0 4
10:21-24 32 14 18
Page 3



10:25

10:26

10:27

10:28

10:29

10:30

10:31

10:32

And to Eber was born / two sons // 15 2 4 4 0
10:20-25a 43 23 20

The name of the one / was Peleg / 9 2 3 0 3
for in his days / the land was divided (niplagah) / 16 2 4 0 4
and the name of his brother / was Joktan // 10 2 3 0 3
10:21-25 46 18 28

G. Strophe 7: Sons of Joktan—the Hill Country to the East (10:26—-32) [12.17]
And Joktan fathered / Almodad \* and Sheleph // 18 2 6 6 O
and Hazarmaveth / and Jerah // 12 2 4 0 4
10:24-26 32 14 18

And Hadoram and Uzal / and Diklah // 18 2 6 6 0
10:22-27 51 26 25

And Obal and Abimael / and Sheba // 20 2 6 6 0
10:24-28 44 26 18

And Ophir and Havilah / and Jobab // 19 2 6 6 O
all these / are the sons of Joktan // 10 2 4 0 4
10:26-29 32 24 8

And their settlements / were /* from Mesha // 14 3 3 3 0
as you come toward Sephar / the hill country of the east // 14 2 4 0 4
10:29-30 17 9 8

These are the sons of Shem / 8 1 3 3 0
10:28-31a 26 18 8

After their families / after their languages // 14 2 2 2 0
by their lands / after their nations // 12 2 2 0 2
10:27-31 36 26 10

These are the families of the sons of Noah / 13 1 4 4 0
after their generations / by their nations // 14 2 2 2 0
And from these / the nations were separated / 16 2 3 0 3
on the earth / after the Flood // 2l 1 2 3 0 3
10:30-32 26 14 12

10:1-24 178 109

Scansion in Accentual Stress Units:
(17.12).(12.14) . (9.8).(10.11).(8.9) . (14.12).(12.17)

= (29 +26) + (18 + 20 + 18) + (26 + 29) = 55+ 55+ 55 = 165
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or. 110// 110 [with pivot counted in each half]
{165 =3 x 55; 110 = 2 x 55 and 55 = 23 + 32}

Concentric Compositional Formula: 287 = 166+ 1 + 166 [word count]

or: 167 /] 167 [with pivot counted in each half]

Notes:

10:4° Reading munah here in BHS as disjunctive.

10:8° Reading méraka preceded immediately by ga’ya (= meteg) here in BHS as disjunctive.
10:9° Reading méraka preceded immediately by ga’ya (= meteg) here in BHS as disjunctive.
10:11*  Reading munah here in BHS as disjunctive.

10:11° Reading tipha here in BHS as conjunctive.

10:26°  Reading tipha here in BHS as conjunctive.

10:30°  Reading méraka preceded immediately by ga’ya (= meteg) here in BHS as disjunctive.

Summary of the Logotechnical Prosodic Analysis

1. Genesis 10:1-32 has 7 strophes: 10:1-5, 6-9, 10-14, 15-18a, 18b—-20, 21-25 and 26-32.
A 10:1-3 triad & quatrain + pivot: (15 + 9+ 20) + 14 + ([15 +9] + [8 + 13]) = 44 + 14 + 45 morae
10:3-5 2 balanced dyads + pivot: (18 +10) + 17 + (13 + 13) = 28+ 17 + 26 morae
B 10:6-9 2 balanced dyad+ triad: ([7+17]+[16+13+16]) + ([10+17]+[18+8+16]) = 69 + 69 morae
C 10:10-11a balanced triad: (15 +[10 + 6] +16) = 15+ 16 + 16 morae
10:11b—12 2 balanced dyads: (23+4)+(4+12) = 27 +26 morae
X 10:13-14 2 balanced dyads: (20 + 13) + (13 + 21) = 33+34 morae
10:15-18a 2 balanced dyads: (22 + 24) + (19 + 25) = 46 +44 morae
C’ 10:18b—20 2 balanced triads + pivot: (19 +18 +14)+ 16+ (15+[8 + 14]+12) = 51+ 16 +49 morae
B’ 10:21-23 balanced triads + pivot: (10+ 10+ 10)+ 13 + (11 + 8 + 11) = 30+ 13+ 30 morae
10:24-25 2 balanced triads: (11+10+15)+ (9 + 16 + 10) = 36+35 morae
A’ 10:26-29 2 balanced triads: (18 +12+18) + (20 + 19 + 10) = 48 +49 morae
10:30-31 2 balanced dyads + pivot: (14 + 14) + 8 + (14 + 12) = 28+8+26 morae
10:32 2 balanced dyads: (13+14) + (21 + 6) = 27+ 27 morae
2. The first strophe (10:1-5) has two parts arranged in 7 subdivisions on the basis of word-
count: 10:1, 2a, 2bc, 3, 4, 5a and 5bc.
o 9:27-10:1 26 words before atnach
o 9:20-10:2a 26 words
e 9:29-10:2 23 words before atnach
e 10:1-3 26 words
o 10:1-4 32 words
e 10:2-5a 17 words before atnach
e 9:29-10:5 51 (=17 x 3) words
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3. The second strophe (10:6-9) is a single part arranged in 4 subdivisions on the basis of

word-count: 10:6, 7, 8 and 9.

e 10:3-6 26 words
e 10:6-7 17 words
e 10:6-8 26 = 13+13 [compositional formula]
e 10:8-9 23 words

4. The third strophe (10:10-12) has two parts arranged in 5 subdivisions on the basis of word-

count: 10:6, 7a, 7b, 8a and 8bc.

e 10:8-10 32 words and 17 words before atnach

e 10:6-11a 23 words after atnach
e 10:8-11 23 words after atnach
e 10:6-12a 64 (=32 x2)words

e 10:8-12 26 words after atnach

5. The fourth strophe (10:13—18a) has two parts arranged in 6 subdivisions on the basis of

word-count: 10:13, 14, 15, 16, 17 and 18a.

e 10:11-13 32 words

o 10:12-14 26 words before atnach

e 10:14-15 17 words

e 10:14-16 23 words

o 10:13-17 39 (=13 x 3)words

o 10:12-18 51 (=17 x 3) words before atnach

6. The fifth strophe (10:18b—20) is a single part arranged in 5 subdivisions on the basis of

word-count: 10:18b, 19ab, 19¢, 19d and 20.
e 10:10-18 17 words after atnach

e 10:16-19b 26 words before athach
o 10:12-19¢c 69 (=23 x 3) words

e 10:13-19 64 (=32 x2)words

e 10:18-20 32 words

7. The sixth strophe (10:21-25) has two parts arranged in 7 subdivisions on the basis of word-

count: 10:21, 22a, 22b, 23, 24, 25a and 25b—d.
o 10:19-21 17 words before athach
o 10:15-22a 46 (=23 x 2) words before atnach

e 10:15-22 69 = 46 +23 [compositional formulal]

e 10:19-23 46
e 10:21-24 32 words

o 10:20-25a 23 words before atnach
e 10:21-25 46 (=23 x 2) words
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8. The seventh strophe (10:26-32) has three parts arranged in 8 subdivisions on the basis of
word-count patterns: 10:26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31a, 31bc and 32.

o 10:24-26 32 words

o 10:22-27 51 (=17 x 3) words and 26 words before atnach

o 10:24-28 26 words before atnach

o 10:26-29 32 words

e 10:29-30 17 words

e 10:28-31a 26 words

o 10:27-31 26 words before atnach

e 10:30-32 26 words

e 1:1-10:32 1856 (=32 x 58) words before atnach {58 = numerical value of “Noah”}

Observations

1. The 7 strophes in Gen 10:1-32 may be outlined within a menorah pattern, which is
determined primarily on prosodic grounds in terms of the inverse concentric arrangement of
syntactic accentual-stress units, rather than content as such—though repetition of themes
underscores the concentric structure found in the prosodic analysis to some degree.

Table of Nations: Seventy Nations Descended from Noah’s Sons Gen 10:1-32
A S1: Sons of Japheth—the Coastlands of the Nations [17.12] 10:1-5

B S2: Sons of Ham—from Egypt to Mesopotamia and Nimrod [12.14] 10:6-9

C S3: Nimrod and the building of the “Great City” of Nineveh [9.8] 10:10-14
X S4: Egypt, Philistia & Canaan (Jebusites, Amorites, Girgashites) [10.11] 10:15-18a
C’ S5 Spread of the Canaanites in the Holy Land [8.9] 10:18b—-20
B’ S6: Sons of Shem: Elam, Assyria, Aram / Eber’s sons: Peleg and Joktan [14.12] 10:21-25
A’ S7: Sons of Joktan—the hill country of the east [12.17] 10:26-32

The genealogical list here is placed within a framework (10:1 and 32) that mentions the
three sons of Noah and the Flood; for all the nations are descended from these three.
Repetition of the word “generations” (toledoth) in these same two verses forms an inclusion
around the Table of Nations in Genesis 10. The list includes 70 personal names in addition
to Noah and his three sons. The sons of Ham, which include Babylon, Egypt and Caanan,
occupy the center of this concentric structure. It is curious to note that the post-Flood hero
Nimrod, “the mighty hunter before YHWH,” is a descendant of Ham who is associated with
Babylon, Akkad and Assyria—and the building of Nineveh in particular. In Micah 5:5 [Eng.
5:6] Nimrod is in parallel (and presumably equated) with Assyria.

E. A. Speiser [“In Search of Nimrod,” Oriental and Biblical Studies (1967), pp. 41-52] sees
Nimrod as a legendary hero, eponym, or historical personage whose name is an
abbreviation of one formed with “Ninurta” or “Marduk,” like Tukulti-Ninurta |. Peter Machinist
notes that Nimrod as hunter “is a well-known royal motif in Mesopotamian literature and art
which became especially prominent with the Neo-Assyrian kings.” He sees Nimrod “as a
legendary—and composite—eponym of Mesopotamia” comparable with the Ninos of Greek
tradition [ABD 4 (1992), p. 1117]. A Neo-Assyrian setting (9"-7" centuries BCE) would
explain the references to Nineveh and Calah (= modern Nimrud). Calah, founded apparently
in the early 13" century BCE, only became a major capital with its grandiose revival under
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Asshurnasirpal Il in the early 9" century. Nineveh became the capital of Assyria under
Sennacherib (705-612 BCE). In some post-biblical sources, Nimrod is “singled out as the
greatest sinner since the Flood, whose crowning evils were his claim to be divine and his
willingness to sponsor the Tower of Babel.” But elsewhere he is described in opposition to
the building of this Tower.

Peter Machinist argues that “Rehoboth-Ir” is best explained as Assyrian rebit ali (“the public
square of a city”}—more specifically, given its position next to Nineveh, it should be rebit
Ninua, the large square complex of Nineveh that the 8"—7" century Assyrian king
Sennacherib enlarged as part of his great rebuilding of the city when he established it as the
principal imperial capital. “Resen” makes good sense as Assyrian risnu, an aqueduct or
canal—i.e., the huge canal system around Nineveh, dug by Sennacherib. A second example
of a famous risnu was dug by Asshurnasirpal Il in the early 9" century in the area of Calah
(= modern Nimrud), and restored by Esarhaddon in the early 7" century. The “great city” in
Gen 10:12 is thus Nineveh, as withessed four times [“Nineveh, the great city”] in the book of
Jonah 1:2; 3:2, 3 and 4:11.

2. The setuma layout-marker at the end of 10:14 marks the structural center of Gen 10:1-32,
in terms of its prosodic structure. The arithmological center in terms of both letter-count
and word-count is a bit off-center (see Observations 4 and 5 below).

3. The gematrical value of the proper nouns in Genesis 10 (listed in the order in which they
appear in the text) is as follows:

Value in 400-Gematria Value in 22-Gematria
Noah Ml 58 = 50+8 22 = 1448
Shem oY 340 = 300+40 34 = 21+13
Ham or 48 = 8+40 21 = 8+13
Japheth PE* 490 = 10+80+400 49 = 10+17+22

The total word-count (before athach) of Genesis 1-10 may have been calculated to highlight
the numerical value of Noah’s name: 1856 = 32 x 58. The number 58 in 400-gematria is
also the value of Dedan (10:7) and Calah (= modern Nimrud; 10:11-12). The numerical
value of Nimrod (10:8-9) is: 294 = 2x3x7x7.

The gematrical value of Noah and his three sons in 400-gematria is:
58+340+48+490 = 936 = 2° x 3° x 13 = 26 x 36

Descendants (14) of Japheth

Gomer ) 243 = 3+40+200 36 = 3+13+20

Magog MM 52 = 40+3+6+3 25 = 13+3+6+3

Madai M 54 = 40+4+10 27 = 13+4+10

Javan ™ 66 = 10+6+50 30 = 10+6+14

Tubal 5an 432 = 400+2+30 36 = 22+2+412

Meshach '[WTJ 360 = 40+300+20 45 = 13+21+11
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Tiras
Ashkenaz
Riphath
Togarmah
Elishah
Tarshish
Kittim

Dodanim

Descendants (30) of Ham

Cush
Mizraim
Put
Canaan
Seba
Havilah
Sabtah
Raamah
Sabteca
Sheba
Dedan

Nimrod

Ludim
Anamim
Lehabim
Naphtuhim
Pathrusim

Casluhim

Sidon
Heth

Jebusite
Amorite
Girgashite

Hivite

o
1IN
nE™
730
TSN

670
378
690
675
346

YN 1210

[miy gl
onea

bope)
mparh
01D
193D
Njuie)
o
pigiale)
el
yigimto
N
17T
T3

=l
oI
mpymin i
=giglab!
0°0"NE
o rooD

1
nr

o
MR
"Wwam3

il

470
108

326
380
95
190
63
59
467
315
483
303
58
294

90
210
87
588
790
168

154
408

88
251
516

24

400+10+200+60
1+300+20+50+7
200+10+80+400
400+3+200+40+5
1+30+10+300+5
400+200+300+10+300
20+400+10+40
4+4+50+10+40

20+6+300
40+90+200+10+40
80+6+9
20+50+70+50
60+2+1
8+6+10+30+5
60+2+400+5
200+70+40+5
60+2+400+20+1
300+2+1
4+4+50
50+40+200+4

30+6+4+10+40
70+50+40+10+40
30+5+2+10+40
50+80+400+8+10+40
80+400+200+60+10+40
20+60+30+8+10+40

90+10+4+50
8+400

10+2+6+60+10
1+40+200+10
3+200+3+300+10
8+6+10
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54
69
63
49
94
56
45

38
74
32
55
18
41
44
54
51
24
22
51

41
66
42
84
97
69

46
30

43
44
57
24

22+10+20+15
1+21+11+14+7
20+10+17+22
22+3+20+13+5
1+12+10+21+5
22+20+21+10+21
11+22+10+13
4+4+14+10+13

11+6+21
13+18+20+10+13
17+6+9
11+14+16+14
15+2+1
8+6+10+12+5
15+2+22+5
20+16+13+5
15+2+22+11+1
21+2+1
4+4+14
14+13+20+4

12+6+10+13
16+14+13+10+13
12+5+2+10+13

14+17+22+8+10+13
17+22+20+15+10+13
11+15+12+8+10+13

18+10+4+14
8+22

10+2+6+15+10
1+13+20+10
3+20+3+21+10
8+6+10
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Arkite
Sinite
Arvadite
Zemarite
Hamathite

[Canaanite

N,
0
TR
Rleky
Eylelnl
el o)

380
130
221
340
458
200

Descendants (26) of Shem

Eber
Elam
Asshur
Arpachshad
Lud
Aram

Uz

Hul
Gether
Mash
Shelah
Peleg
Joktan
Almodad
Sheleph
Hazarmaveth
Jerah
Hadoram
Uzal
Diklah
Obal
Abimael
Sheba
Ophir
Havilah
Jobab

"oy
a5y
SN

oD

5
oo
W
Plin
migh!
wn
MU
bl
1oP°
TSR
7w

MnaEm

2wy
o
LA
P
Sanw
SxmraN
N2
=28
oMM
23

272
150
507
605

40
241
166

44
603
340
338
113
169

85
410
744
218
255

44
139
108

84
303
287

59

20

70+200+100+10
60+10+50+10
1+200+6+4+10
90+40+200+10
8+40+400+10
20+50+70+50+10

70+2+200
70+10+30+40
1+300+6+200
1+200+80+20+300+4
30+6+4
1+200+40
70+6+90

8+6+30
3+400+200
40+300
300+30+8
80+30+3
10+100+9+50
1+30+40+6+4+4
300+30+80
8+90+200+40+6+400
10+200+8
5+4+6+200+40
1+6+7+30
4+100+30+5
70+6+2+30
1+2+10+40+1+30
300+2+1
1+6+80+200
8+6+10+30+5
10+6+2+2
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65
49
41
61
53
65

38
51
48
74
22
34
40
26
45
34
41
32
52
40
50
87
38
48
26
40
36
39
24
44
41
20

16+20+19+10
15+10+14+10
1+20+6+4+10
18+13+20+10
8+13+22+10
11+14+16+14+10]

16+2+20
16+10+12+13
1+21+6+20
1+20+17+11+21+4
12+6+4

1+20+13
16+6+18

8+6+12

3+22+20

13+21

2141248
17+12+3
10+19+9+14
1+12+13+6+4+4
21+12+17
8+18+20+13+6+22
10+20+8
5+4+6+20+13
1+6+7+12
4+19+12+5
16+6+2+12
1+2+10+13+1+12
21+2+1
1+6+17+20
8+6+10+12+5
10+6+2+2
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Places and Peoples (21) Mentioned:

Babel 532 34 = 2+2+30 16 = 2+2+12

Erech TR 221 = 1+200+20 32 = 1+420+11

Akkad O8N 25 = 1420+4 16 = 1+11+4

Calneh M5D 105 = 20+30+50+5 42 = 11+12+14+5

Shinar YW 620 = 300+50+70+200 71 = 21+14+16+20
Assyria TR 507 1+300+6+200 48 = 1+21+6+20
Nineveh TN 121 = 50+10+50+6+5 49 = 14+10+14+6+5
Rehoboth-Ir  ="9 [3M= 890 = 200+8+2+400+70+10+200 98 = 20+8+2+22+16+10+20
Calah M9> 58 = 20+30+8 31 = 11+12+8

Resen 107 310 = 200+60+50 49 = 20+15+14
Philistines o e 860 = 80+30+300+400+10+40 95 = 17+12+21+22+10+13
Caphtorim ™MD 750 = 20+80+400+200+10+40 93 = 11417+22+20+10+13
Sidon 18 154 = 90+10+4+50 46 = 18+10+4+14

Gerar 97 403 = 3+200+200 43 = 3+20+20

Gaza MY 82 = 704745 28 = 16+7+5

Sodom 070 104 = 60+4+40 32 = 15+4+13

Gomorrah oY 315 = 70+40+200+5 54 = 16+13+20+5
Admah TIN50 = 1+4+40+5 23 = 1+4+13+5

Zeboyim OO 142 = 90+2+10+40 43 = 18+2+10+13

Lasha U5 400 = 30+300+70 49 = 12+21+16

Mesha NUB 431 = 40+300+1 35 = 13+21+1

Sephar SDD 340 = 60+80+200 52 = 15+17+20

4. There are 1123 letters in Gen 10:1-32 in BHS. The structural center in terms of letter-count
falls on the letter waw in the third occurrence of the word XY in 10:17, with 561 letters on

either side.
17 NI DN
I N
"o PN
18 STIORTT DR
MR N

And the Hivite
and the Arkite
and the Sinite
And the Arvadite

and the Zemarite

The initial concentric compositional formula on the basis of letter-count is:
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5.

1123 = 561+ 1 + 561 [letter-count]
or. 562 // 562 [with pivot counted in each half]
{561 =17 x 33}

In terms of the 287 words in Genesis 10:1-32, the arithmological center falls on the word

PRI (“the [Girgashite]”) in 10:16, with 143 words on either side. The initial concentric
compositional formula is:

287 = 143 +1+ 143 [word count]
or: 144 /1144 [with pivot counted in each half]

The meaningful center may be expanded by including 9 words on either side of the
arithmological center, as follows:

DT PRY 1722 17°8 IR Sidon his first-born and Heth

16 127 DRY  And the Jebusite
N'7plmhlni AR DRY - And the Amorite and the Girgashite
17 PO R T DRY - And Hivite and the Arkite
"0 DXY And the Sinite
18 ORI DRY And the Arvadite

In this instance, the concentric compositional formula becomes:

287 = 134+19+134 [word count]
or: 153//153 [with “pivot” included in each half]
{1563 =17 x 9}

Summary of the concentric compositional formulae for Gen 10:1-32

287 =142 + 3 + 142 or: 145// 145
287 =134 + 19 +134 or: 153//153 {153 =17 x 9}

{with others in between}

287 = 19 +249+ 19 or: 268/ 268
287 = 12 +263+ 12 or. 275/ 275 {275 = 5 x 55}
165 = 55 + 55 + 55 or: 110// 110 syntactic accentual-stress units

{165 =55x3; 110 = 55x 2 and 55 = 23 + 32}

69 = 23 + 23 + 23 or: 46/ 46 briques (primary accentual-stress units)

{69 =23 x 3 and 46 = 23 x 2}
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7. In the prosodic structure of Gen 10:1-32, the basic building blocks (briques) in each poetic
verset are the primary syntactic accentual stress units. These sub-units are delineated
by the Masoretes, who marked the boundaries with one of the following:

e Soph Pasuq A large colon following a word signifies the end of a verse, which does
not always coincide with the end of a sentence.

e Atnach A small caret-like mark (like *) beneath the consonantal text, pointing
upward, is used to divide most verses. Its primary importance for our
purposes concerns its use in the matter of numerical composition—i.e.,
the total word-count in each line is divided into the number of words
before and after atnach.

In the prosodic analysis presented with the translation (above), the presence of these two

primary disjunctive markers is indicated with a double slash (//). Gen 10:1-32 has 69

briques (primary stress units), 65 of which are marked by soph pasuq (32 times, at the end

of each verse), atnach (25 times, in each verse except verses 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 27 and 28)

and zaqeph qaton (8 times). The boundaries of the 4 remaining briques are marked by

revia (2 time, in verses 14 and 25) and tevir (2 times, in verses 13 and 14).

8. The prosodic structure of Gen 10:1-32, in terms of its briques (primary syntactic accentual-
stress units), may be displayed as follows: * represents atnach; : represents soph pasug; *
represents zageph qaton; and ' represents all other accent markers.
| A " wo’lleh téladot boné noah* S$ém ham wayapet

wayyiwwalodii [ahem banim “ahar hammabbil :
2 boné yepet gomer (imagog*  dmaday wayawan watiibal » Gimesek watiras :
® {iboné gomer ™ ‘askanaz waripat watogarmah :
4 Gboné yawan “élisah wotarsis " kittim wadodanim :
° méélleh nipradi *iyyé haggdyim ba’arsotam “is lilsond "
Ilomispahotam bagdyéhem :
B °© dboné ham " ks dimisrayim dpit Gkona‘an :
" fiboné kis* soba’ wahawilah *
wasabtah wara‘mah woasabtoka’ (iboné ramah saba’ iidadan :
8 wokas yalad et nimrod * hi’ héhél lihyot gibbor ba’ares :
° hi’ hayah gibbor sayid lipné yhwh » al kén yé&amar*
kanimrod gibbor sayid lipné yhwh :
Il C '° wattoht résir mamiakté babel*  wo’erek wo’akkad wokalnéh ™ ba’eres Sinr :
" min ha’ares hahi® yasa’ *assir
wayyiben et ninowéh wa’et rohobot ir wo’et kalah :
"2 wo’et resen bén ninowéh Gibén kalah ™  hi® ha%r haggadolah :
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X " dmisra yim yalad et liidim wa’et ‘dnamim Y wo’et Iahabim wa’et naptuhim :
4 wo'et patrisim wa’et kasluhim
‘aser yasa’li missam polistim wa’et kaptorim :
'S fikona‘an yalad et sidon bakoré wa’et hét :
'® wo’et hayabiisi wa’et ha’émori* haggirgasi

Y wo’et hahiwwi wa’et hd ‘arqi wo’et hassini :

'® wo’et ha’arwadi wa’et hassomari wa’et hahdmati

C wa’ahar naposii mispahot hiakkonani: '° wayahi gabill hikkona%ni missidon*
bo’ikah gorarah ad ‘azzah ™ bo’dkah sadomah wadmorah '

woa’admah tisaboyim ‘ad lasa‘:

20 %¢lleh boné ham lamispahotam lilsonotam ™ bo’arsotam bagdyéhem :
W B ?'dlssém yullad gam hi®» “abi kol bané ‘éber “ahi yepet haggadol :
22 poné sem élam wa’assir N wa’arpaksad waliid wa’aram :
2 (iboné *dram Tis wahiil wageter wamas :
2 wa’arpaksad yalad ‘et salah " waselah yalad et ‘€ber :
% filaeéber yullad soné banim " sém ha’ehad peleg

ki bayamayw niplogah ha’ares wasém “ahiw yoqtan :

A Bup yoktan yalad ‘et “almédad wa’et salep " wa’et hasarmawet wo’et yarah :
27 wo’et hidéram wa’et *iizal wa’et diglah :

28 woler Obal wa’et *abima’él wa’et $9b3°

2 wo’et “0pir wa’et hawilah wa’et y6bab ™ kol “élleh bané yoqgtan :
0 wayahi mosabam mimmésa’ ™ bo’akah ssparah har haggedem :
315-

€lleh boné sém lomispahotam lilsonotam ™  ba arsotam lagdyéhem :
32%¢lleh mispahot bané noah Ilatélodotam bagdéyéhem
imé’élleh nipradii haggoyim ba ares “ahar hammabbil :

The arithmological center of Gen 10:1-32 falls on the word (marker of definite
direct object) in Gen 10:16, with a total of 143 words on either side. There are 162 syntactic
accentual-stress units, 69 briques (primary accentual stress units), 34 versets, 7 strophes
and 3 cantos. The arithmological center is in the middle canto, the middle strophe, the
middle two versets, the middle three briques, and the middle four syntactic accentual-stress
units.
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According to the analysis presented here, the 69 briques in Gen 10:1-32 are distributed as
follows: 69 = (12 +11)+(7+9+7)+ (11 +12) = (23 + 23 + 23); or: 46 // 46.

9. Note the following list of compositional numbers at the boundaries of the verses counting
from the beginning of Genesis 10:1-32

Gen 10:1-3 26 words

Gen 10:1-4 32 words

Gen 10:1-7 58 (=26 + 32) words

Gen 10:1-8 40 (=17 + 23) words before atnach

Gen 10:1-9 46 (=23 x 2) words before atnach

Gen 10:1-11 58 (=26 + 32) words before atnach

Gen 10:1-12 64 (= 32 x 2) words before atnach

Gen 10:1-18 161 (=23 x 7) words and 52 (= 26 x 2) words after atnach
Gen 10:1-21 68 (=17 x 4) words after atnach

Gen 10:1-22 130 (=26 x 5) words before atnach
Gen 10:1-24 136 (=17 x 8) words before atnach
Gen 10:1-31 275 (=23 + 32) x 5 words

It is not possible to use one of the four compositional numbers (17, 23, 26 and 32) at the
verse boundaries until the end of verse 2, which leaves 31 boundaries to work with. In 8 out
of 31 of these boundaries (or 25.8% of the time) a multiple of one of the four compositional
numbers is present. If the numbers 40, 55 and 58 are added, the percentage increases to
38.7% (12 out of 31). This evidence suggests a slight possibility of deliberate design at the
point of the numerical composition of Gen 10:1-32.

10. The divine name YHWH appears twice times in Gen 10:9, both times in regards Nimrod who
was “a mighty hunter before YHWH.”

11. Determining the details of the musical and literary structures in Genesis calls for input on the
part of others in the Word Count Project, as we consider the rhetorical features in greater
depth and further information contained in the te‘amim of this particular text.
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