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Psalm 99:1–9 
Translation, Logoprosodic Analysis, and Observations 
A Hymn in Praise of God’s Kingship and Holiness Psalm 99:1–9 

A. YHWH Reigns in Zion—Let Them Praise Your Name; for YHWH Is Holy (99:1–3) [6.6] 

99:1  YHWH reigns / let the peoples tremble //  15 2 4 4 0 
  he sits upon the cherubim / let the earth quake //  _18 2_ _4 0 4 
   98:4–99:1   51 29 22 

99:2 YHWH / in Zion is the Great One //  _12 2_ _3 3 0 
   98:7–99:2a   34 22 12 

 And he indeed is exalted / over all peoples //  _12 2_ _5 0 5 
   98:7–99:2   39 22 17 

99:3 Let them praise your name / O Great /a and Awesome One // 15 3 4 4 0 
  holy is he //  __6 1_ _2 2 0 
   98:7–99:3b   46 28 17 

B. The King Loves Justice and Does Acts of Righteousness in Jacob (99:4) [4.3] 

99:4 The strongest king / the lover of justice //  12 2 4 4 0 
  you yourself / established equity //   _13 2_ _3 3 0 
   98:8–99:4b   46 32 14 

 (Deeds of) justice and (acts of) righteousness /   10 1 2 0 2 
  in Jacob / you have done //  _13 2_ _3 0 3 
   99:2–4   26 16 10 

C. Worship YHWH with Moses, Aaron and Samuel; for YHWH Is Holy (99:5–6b) [4.4] 

99:5 Exalt / YHWH our God /    16 2 3 3 0 
  and worship a at his footstool /   _13 1_ _3 3 0 
   99:2–5a   32 22 10 

 Holy is  he  //  __6 1_ _2 2 0 
   99:3–5   26 21 5 

99:6 Moses and Aaron / were among his priests /  14 2 3 3 0 
  and Samuel / was among those who called on his name //  _16 2_ _3 3 0 
   99:3–5   32 27 5 
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D. Leaders in Times Past Called To YHWH and He Spoke to Them  (99:6c–7) [3.4] 

 They called to YHWH / and he himself answered them //  _16 2_ _5 0 5 
   99:1–6   53 34 19 

99:7 From the pillar of cloud /   __8 1_ _2 2 0 
   99:4–7a   33 23 10 

 He spoke to them //  __8 1_ _2 2 0 
   99:5–7b   23 18 5 

 They obeyed his commands /   11 1 2 0 2 
  and the statutes /a he gave them //  _11 2_ _3 0 3 
   99:3–7   46 31 15 

E. Exalt YHWH and Worship at His Holy Mountain; for He Is Holy (99:8–9) [6.6] 

99:8 YHWH our God / you yourself answered them //   19 2 4 4 0 
  a forgiving God a you were to them //  14 1 4 4 0 
   though punishing / their wrongdoings //  _13 2_ _3 0 3 
   99:1–8   73 46 27 

99:9 Exalt / YHWH our God /  16 2 3 3 0 
  and worship / at his holy mountain //  11 2 3 3 0 
   for holy / is YHWH our God //  _17 2_ _4 0 4 
   99:4–9   61 35 26 
   99:1–9   83 52 31  

Scansion in Accentual Stress Units: (6.6) . (4.3).(4.4).(3.4) . (6.6)   
 (12 + 22 + 12) = 46  
 or: 34 // 34 {46 = 23 x 2 and 34 = 17 x 2} 

Concentric Compositional Formula: 83  = 41 + 1 + 41 [no heading] 
 or:  42 // 42 

Notes: 
99:3a Reading mEr¸kA in BHS as disjunctive. 
99:5a Reading Dexi in BHS as conjunctive. 
99:7a Reading munax followed immediately by Gavya (= meteg) in BHS as disjunctive. 
99:8a Reading Dexi in BHS as conjunctive. 
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Summary of the Logoprosodic Analysis 
1. Psalm 99:1–9 has five strophes: 99:1–3, 4, 5–6b, 6c–7 and 8–9. 

 A 99:1–3 3 dyads read as: 
   dyad & triad in balance + pivot: [15 + 18] + 12  + [12 + 15 + 6] =  33 + 12 + 33 morae 

 B 99:4 2 balanced dyads: [12 + 13] + [10 + 13] = 25 + 23 morae 

 X 99:5–6b 2 balanced dyads plus pivot: [16 + 13] + 6 + [14 + 16] = 29 + 6 + 30 morae  

 B′ 99:6c–7 2 balanced dyads plus pivot: [16 + 8] + 8 + [11 + 11] = 24 + 8 + 22 morae  

 A′ 99:7–9 2 balanced triads: [19 + 14 + 13] + [16 + 11 + 17] = 46 + 44 morae 

2. The first strophe (99:1–3) is a single part arranged in four subdivisions on the basis of word-
count: 99:1, 2a, 2b and 3. 

• 98:4–99:1 51  (= 17 x 3) words 
• 98:7–99:2 17  words after atnach 
• 98:7–99:3 46   (= 23 x 2) words and 17 words after atnach 

3. The second strophe (99:4) is a single part arranged in four subdivisions on the basis of 
word-count: 99:4ab and 4cd. 

• 99:2–4 26  words  
• 99:1–4  34  (=17 x 2) words  

4. The third strophe (99:5–6b) is as single part arranged in three subdivisions on the basis of 
word-count: 99:5ab, 5c and 6ab. 

• 99:3–5 26  words   
• 99:2–5 34  (=17 x 2) words 

5. The fourth strophe (99:6b–7) is as single part arranged in four subdivisions on the basis of 
word-count: 99:6c, 7a, 7b and 7c. 

• 99:1–6  34  (= 17 x 2) words before atnach 
• 99:3–7 46  (= 23 x 2) words  
• 99:1–7 34  (= 17 x 2) words before atnach 

6. The fifth strophe (99:8–9) is as single part arranged in four subdivisions on the basis of 
word-count: 99:8 and 9. 

• 99:5–8 26  words before atnach 
• 99:1–8 46  (= 23 x 2) words before atnach 
• 99:4–9 26  words after atnach 
• 99:1–9 52 (= 26 x 2) words before atnach 
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Observations 

1. The five strophes in Psalm 99 may be outlined in a menorah pattern, as follows: 

A YHWH reigns in Zion from his throne on the cherubim [4.2] 98:1–2a 
B  He is exalted so let the peoples praise your name, for he is holy [2.4] 98:2b–3 
C   The king loves justice and does acts of righteousness in Jacob [4.3] 98:4 
X    Worship YHWH with Moses, Aaron & Samuel; for He is holy [4.4] 98:5–6b 
C′   Leaders in times past called to YHWH and he spoke to them [3.4] 98:6c–7 
B′  You answered them and disciplined them for their faults [4.2] 98:8 
A′ Exalt YHWH and worship at his holy mountain, for he is holy [2.4] 98:9 

2. In terms of the 83 words in Psalm 99, the arithmological center falls on the word '˚h (“he”) 
in 99:5b, with 41 words on either side. The Concentric Compositional Formula is: 

83 = 41 + 1 + 41 [word count—there is no heading] 
or:  42 // 42  [with pivot counted in each half] 

A meaningful center is found by including four words on either side of the arithmological 
center, as follows: 

    wylgr £dhl ˚wxtHhw And worship at his footstool. 
    '˚h  HÙdq He is holy. 
    l'˚mH˚ wynhkb §rh'w hHm Moses and Aaron were among his priests, and Samuel. 

When these nine words are read as part of each half of Psalm 99, the Concentric 
Compositional Formula becomes: 

 83 = 37 + 9 + 37  [word count—there is no heading in Psalm 99] 
 or: 46 // 46 [word count—with “pivot” included in each half] 
 {46 = 23 x 2} 

It is possible to read a “riddle in the middle” here, by focusing on a center within the center, 
which is made up of three words, as follows: 

   hHm  '˚h  HÙdq Holy is he, namely Moses. 

When the text is read in this manner, the Concentric Compositional Formula becomes: 

 83 = 40 + 3 + 40  [word count—there is no heading in Psalm 99] 

 or: 43 // 43 [word count—with “pivot” included in each half] 

In Leviticus 19:1–2, “YHWH spoke to Moses, saying: ‘Speak to all the congregation of the 
people of Israel and say to them: You shall be holy, for I YHWH your God am holy.” We 
can assume then that Moses obeyed this injunction; and so, indeed, he also is holy. Within 
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the context of Psalm 99:6, we learn that Aaron and Samuel take their places alongside 
Moses—“among those who called on the name of YHWH, and he answered them.” 

The meaningful center may be expanded by including six words on either side of the 
arithmological center as follows: 

    wnyhl' hwhy YHWH is our God, 
    wylgr £dhl ˚wxtHhw So worship at his footstool. 
     '˚h  HÙdq He is holy. 
     wynhkb §rh'w hHm Moses and Aaron were among his priests,  
    wmH y'rqb l'˚mH˚ And Samuel was among those who called on his name. 

When the text is read in this manner, the Concentric Compositional Formula becomes: 

 83 = 35 + 13 + 35  [word count—there is no heading in Psalm 99] 

 or: 48 // 48 [word count—with “pivot” included in each half] 

The meaningful center may be expanded by including eleven words on either side of the 
arithmological center as follows: 

    tyWv ht' bqvyb hqdcw And righteous deeds in Jacob you have done. 
    wnyhl' hwhy wmmwr Exalt YHWH our God; 
    wylgr £dhl ˚wxtHhw And worship at his footstool. 
     '˚h  HÙdq He is holy. 
     wynhkb §rh'w hHm Moses and Aaron were among his priests,  
    wmH y'rqb l'˚mH˚ And Samuel was among those who called on his name; 
    £nvy 'whw hwhy l' £y'rq They called to YHWH and he answered them.  

When the text is read in this manner, the Concentric Compositional Formula becomes: 

 83 = 30 + 23 + 30  [word count—there is no heading in Psalm 99] 

 or: 53 // 53 [word count—with “pivot” included in each half] 

YHWH’s holiness is highlighted in the first, third and fifth strophes.  

3. The 26-word “nested framework” (with the 4-word framework underlined) reads as follows: 

1 £ymv wzgry ™lm hwhy YHWH reigns, let the peoples tremble.  

 ¶r'h Xwnt £ybwrk bHy He sits upon the cherubim, let the earth quake.  

 lwdg §wycb hwhy YHWH in Zion is the Great One  

 £ymvh-lk-lv 'wh £rw And he indeed is exalted over all peoples. 

2 'rwnw lwdg ßmH wdwy Let the praise you name O Great and Awesome One 

 'wh Hwdq Holy is he. 
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 bh' XpHm ™lm zvw And the might of the king who loves justice 
 
 wml-§tn qxw wytdv wrmH They obeyed his commands, and the statutes he gave them. 

8 £tynv ht' wnyhl' hwhy YHWH our God you yourself answered them 

 £hl tyyh 'Wn l' A forgiving God you were to them 

 £twlylv-lv £qnw Though punishing their wrongdoings. 

9 wnyhl' hwhy wmmwr Exalt YHWH our God; 

 wHdq rhl wwxtHhw And worship at his holy mountain.  

 wnyhl' hwhy Hwdq-yk For holy is YHWH our God. 

4. Summary of the concentric compositional formulae: 

83  = 35 + 13 + 35  or: 48 // 48   
83  = 30 + 23 + 30  or: 53 // 53   

 {with others in between} 

83 =  26  +  31 +  26 or: 57// 57   
83 =  4 +  75 +  4 or: 79 // 79   

46 = 12  + 22 +  12 or: 34 // 34 SAS (syntactic accentual-stress) units 
 {46 = 23 x 2}  

23 = 6  + 11 +  6 or: 17 // 17 briques (primary SAS units) 

5. In the prosodic structure of Psalm 99, the basic building blocks in each poetic verset are the 
briques (primary SAS units). These sub-units are delineated by the Masoretes, who marked 
most of the boundaries with one of the following: 

• Soph Pasuq A large colon following a word signifies the end of a verse, which does 
not always coincide with the end of a sentence. 

• Atnach A small caret-like mark (like ^) beneath the consonantal text, pointing 
upward, is used to divide most verses. Its primary importance for our 
purposes concerns its use in the matter of numerical composition—i.e., 
the total word-count in each line is divided into the number of words 
before and after atnach. 

• Ole Weyored A combination of two accentual signs: a caret-like mark above the 
consonantal text, pointing to the left, used together with the accent 
merka (an upright line beneath the consonantal text slanting to the 
right). These two marks usually appear on the same word, but when 
that word is monosyllabic the merka falls on the following word. This 
major divider is usually considered to be a stronger disjunctive accent 
than atnach. 
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In the prosodic analysis presented in the translation (above), the presence of these three 
markers is indicated with a double slash (//). Psalm 99 has 23 briques (primary SAS units), 
18 of which are marked by: soph pasuq (9 times, at the end of each verse), atnach (7 times, 
in each verse except vv. 3 and 5), and ole weyored (2 times, in vv. 4 and 8). The remaining 
five occurrences are marked by revia (four times, in vv. 3, 4, 5, and 9) and revia mugrash (v. 
6).  

6. The prosodic structure of Psalm 99, in terms of its primary syntactic accentual stress units 
(briques), may be displayed as follows [^ represents atnach; : represents soph pasuq; ‡  
represents ole weyored, and † represents all other accent markers]:  

I A 1  yhwh mAlAk yirG¸z˚ vammÓm ^  yOHEb K¸r˚bÓm TAn˚X hA'Arec :  

  2 yhwh B¸cÓyÙn GAdÙl ^   w¸rAm h˚' val Kol hAvammim : 
   3 yÙd˚ Himka GAdÙl w¸nÙrA' †  qAdÙH h˚'LL : 

 II B 4 w¸vOz melek miHpAX 'AhEb ‡  L 'aTTAh KÙnanTa m HArÓm ^   
     miHPAX ˚c¸dAqAh B¸yav·qOb 'aTTAh vAWÓta : 

  X 5 rÙm¸m˚ yhwh 'ÈlOh n˚    w¸hiHTax·w˚ lah·dOm raglAyw † 

     qAdÙH  h˚'  : 
   6 mOHeh w¸'ah·rOn B¸kOh·nAyw   ˚H¸m˚'El B¸qOr¸'  H¸mÙ ^   

  B′  qOr¸'Óm 'el yhwh w¸h˚' yav·nEm :   7 B¸vamm˚d vAnAn y¸daBBEr '·l hem ^ 

     HAm¸r˚ vEdOtAyw w¸xOq nAtan lAmÙ : 

 III  V A′ 8  yhwh 'ÈlOh n˚ 'aTTAh v·nÓtaMm ‡ 'El nOWE' hAyÓta lAhem ^   
     w¸nOqEm val v·lÓlÙtAm : 
   9 rÙm¸m˚ yhwh 'ÈlOh n˚ †  w¸hiHTax·w˚ l¸har qodHÙ ^ 
     KÓ qAdÙH yhwh 'ÈlOh n˚ : 

7. The 23 briques (primary SAS units) are distributed in five strophes in Psalm 99 as follows: 
23 = 6 + (3 + 5 + 3) + 6  =  6 + 11 + 6. The concentric compositional formula is 17 // 17, with 
the central pivot counted in each half.  

The arithmological center of Psalm 99 falls on the word  h˚'  (“he”) in the second half of 
verse 5, with 41 words on either side. Psalm 99 has 46 SAS units, 23 briques, 11 versets, 5 
strophes, and 3 cantos. The arithmological center is in the middle canto, the middle 
strophe, the middle verset, the middle brique, and the middle two SAS units.  

Note that the poet appears to be playing with the number 14 within the central strophe 
(verse 5): 

99:1–5 42  = 28 + 14   (compositional formula: all three numbers divisible by 14) 
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8. Evidence from the logoprosodic analysis suggests that the numerical composition of Psalm 
99, which is without a heading or any occurrence of the word selah, is similar to that of other 
psalms which include these so-called “extra” words. Note the following list of significant 
compositional numbers at the boundaries of the verses counting from the beginning: 

99:1–4 34 (= 17 x 2) words  
99:1–6 34 (= 17 x 2) words before atnach 
99:1–8 46 (= 23 x 2) words before atnach 
99:1–9 52 (= 26 x 2) words before atnach 

It is not possible to utilize any of the four compositional numbers (17, 23, 26 and 32) until the 
end of verse 3, which leaves seven possible boundaries to work with. In 4 out of 9 of these 
boundaries (or more than 44% of the time) a multiple of one of these four compositional 
numbers is present. This evidence suggests the possibility of deliberate design at the point 
of the numerical composition of Psalm 99.  

9. Terrien finds three strophes in Psalm 99:1–8 followed by an Envoi in v. 9 (The Psalms: 
Strophic Structure and Theological Commentary (Eerdmans, 2003), p. 681–82. David 
Howard divides Psalm 99 into two sections subdivided into four parts (vv. 1–3, 4–5, 6–7 and 
8–9). Van der Lugt, Labuschagne, and Fokkelman all find five strophes. The analysis 
presented here, which is based on the balance in mora-count and the concentric pattern in 
the distribution of SAS units, indicates that there are five strophes and 3 cantos (vv. 1–3, 4–
7 and 8–9).  

Christensen Terrien David Howard Van der Lugt 

I A 99:1–3 1 99:1–3 1 99:1–3 I 1 99:1–3 
II B 99:4 2 99:4–5 2 99:4–5  2 99:4–5 
 X 99:5–6b    
 B′ 99:6c–7 3 99:6–8 3 99:6–7 II 3 99:6–7 
III A′ 99:8–9 Envoi (v. 9) 4 99:8–9  4 99:8–9 

The primary difference in terms of strophic structure observed here stems from the fact that 
the others assume a linear prosodic structure. 

10. Determining the details of the musical and literary structures of Psalm 99 as a whole calls for 
input on the part of others in the BIBAL Forum, as we consider the rhetorical features in 
greater depth and further information contained in the te‘amim of this particular text. 
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