Psalm 99:1-9

Translation, Logoprosodic Analysis, and Observations

A Hymn in Praise of God’s Kingship and Holiness Psalm 99:1-9

A. YHWH Reigns in Zion—Let Them Praise Your Name; for YHWH Is Holy (99:1-3) [6.6]

99:1

YHWH reigns / let the peoples tremble // 15 2 4 4 O
he sits upon the cherubim / let the earth quake // 18 2_ 4 0 4
98:4-99:1 51 29 22
92 YHWH / in Zion is the Great One // 12 2 3 3 0
98:7-99:2a 34 22 12
And he indeed is exalted / over all peoples // 12 2 5 0 5
98:7-99:2 39 22 1 7
93 et them praise your name / O Great /* and Awesome One // 15 3 4 4 0
holy is he // 6 1 2 2 0
98:7-99:3b 46 28 1 7
B. The King Loves Justice and Does Acts of Righteousness in Jacob (99:4) [4.3]
%4 The strongest king / the lover of justice // 12 2 4 4 0
you yourself / established equity // 13 2_ 3 3 0
98:8-99:4b 46 32 14
(Deeds of) justice and (acts of) righteousness / 10 1 2 0 2
in Jacob / you have done // 183 2 3 0 3
9924 26 16 10
C. Worship YHWH with Moses, Aaron and Samuel; for YHWH Is Holy (99:5—-6b) [4.4]
%5 Exalt / YHWH our God / 16 2 3 3 0
and worship ? at his footstool / 13 1 3 3 0
99:2-5a 32 22 10
Holy is [he | // 6 1. 2 2 0
99:3-5 26 21 5
%% Moses and Aaron / were among his priests / 14 2 3 3 0
and Samuel / was among those who called on his name // 16 2 3 3 0
99:3-5 32 27 5
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D. Leaders in Times Past Called To YHWH and He Spoke to Them (99:6c-7) [3.4]
They called to YHWH / and he himself answered them // 16 2 5 0 5
9916 53 34 19
%7 From the pillar of cloud / 8 1_ 2 2 0
99:4-7a 33 23 10
He spoke to them // 8 1 2 2 0
99:5-7b 23 18 5
They obeyed his commands / 11 1 2 0 2
and the statutes /° he gave them // 11 2 3 0 3
9937 46 31 15
E. Exalt YHWH and Worship at His Holy Mountain; for He Is Holy (99:8-9) [6.6]
%8 YHWH our God / you yourself answered them // 19 2 4 4 0
a forgiving God ? you were to them // 14 1 4 4 0
though punishing / their wrongdoings // _13 2_ 3 0 3
9918 73 46 27
%9 Exalt / YHWH our God / 16 2 3 3 0
and worship / at his holy mountain // 11 2 3 3 0
for holy / is YHWH our God // 17 2 4 0 4
9949 61 35 26
99:1-9 52 31
Scansion in Accentual Stress Units: (6.6) . (4.3).(4.4).(3.4) . (6.6)
(12 +22 +12) = 46
or: 34//34 {46=23x2and 34=17x2}
Concentric Compositional Formula: 83 = 41+1+41 [no heading]
or. 42//42
Notes:
99:3° Reading mérakain BHS as disjunctive.
99:5° Reading dehiin BHS as conjunctive.
99:7° Reading munah followed immediately by ga%a (= meteg) in BHS as disjunctive.
99:8° Reading dehiin BHS as conjunctive.
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Summary of the Logoprosodic Analysis

1.

Psalm 99:1-9 has five strophes: 99:1-3, 4, 5—6b, 6¢c—7 and 8-9.

99:1-3 3 dyads read as:
dyad & triad in balance + pivot: [15+ 18]+ 12 +[12 + 15 + 6]

99:4 2 balanced dyads: [12 +13]+[10 + 13]

99:5-6b 2 balanced dyads plus pivot: [16 + 13]+ 6 +[14 + 16]
99:6¢c—7 2 balanced dyads plus pivot: [16 + 8]+ 8 +[11 + 11]
99:7-9 2 balanced triads: [19+14 +13]+[16 + 11 + 17]

33+12+ 33 morae

25+ 23 morae

29+6 + 30 morae

24 + 8 + 22 morae

46 + 44 morae
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The first strophe (99:1-3) is a single part arranged in four subdivisions on the basis of word-
count: 99:1, 2a, 2b and 3.

e 98:4-99:1 51 (=17 x 3) words
e 98:7-99:2 17 words after atnach
o 08:7-99:3 46 (=23 x 2)words and 17 words after atnach

The second strophe (99:4) is a single part arranged in four subdivisions on the basis of
word-count: 99:4ab and 4cd.

o 00:2-4 26 words

e 99114 34 (=17 x 2) words

The third strophe (99:5-6b) is as single part arranged in three subdivisions on the basis of
word-count: 99:5ab, 5¢ and 6ab.

e 99:3-5 26 words

e 99:2-5 34 (=17 x 2) words

The fourth strophe (99:6b—7) is as single part arranged in four subdivisions on the basis of
word-count: 99:6¢, 7a, 7b and 7c.

e 99116 34 (=17 x 2) words before atnach

o 99:3-7 46 (=23 x 2) words

o 99:1-7 34 (=17 x 2) words before atnach

The fifth strophe (99:8-9) is as single part arranged in four subdivisions on the basis of
word-count: 99:8 and 9.

o 99:5-8 26 words before atnach

e 99:1-8 46 (= 23 x 2) words before atnach
e 99:4-9 26 words after atnach

o 99:1-9 52 (=26 x 2) words before athach
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Observations

1. The five strophes in Psalm 99 may be outlined in a menorah pattern, as follows:

A YHWH reigns in Zion from his throne on the cherubim [4.2] 98:1-2a
B He is exalted so let the peoples praise your name, for he is holy [2.4] 98:2b-3
C The king loves justice and does acts of righteousness in Jacob [4.3] 984
X Worship YHWH with Moses, Aaron & Samuel; for He is holy [4.4] 98:5-6b
C Leaders in times past called to YHWH and he spoke to them [3.4] 98:6¢c—7
B’ You answered them and disciplined them for their faults [4.2] 98:8
A’ Exalt YHWH and worship at his holy mountain, for he is holy [2.4] 98:9

2. In terms of the 83 words in Psalm 99, the arithmological center falls on the word X377 (“he”)
in 99:5b, with 41 words on either side. The Concentric Compositional Formula is:

83=41+1+41 [word count—there is no heading]
or. 42 /142 [with pivot counted in each half]

A meaningful center is found by including four words on either side of the arithmological
center, as follows:

1537 2% MW And worship at his footstool.

WiTpP  Heis holy.

SR MToa 1R TN Moses and Aaron were among his priests, and Samuel.

When these nine words are read as part of each half of Psalm 99, the Concentric
Compositional Formula becomes:

83 = 37+9+37 [word count—there is no heading in Psalm 99]
or. 461146 [word count—with “pivot” included in each half]
{46 = 23 x 2}

It is possible to read a “riddle in the middle” here, by focusing on a center within the center,
which is made up of three words, as follows:

TN WiTP  Holy is he, namely Moses.
When the text is read in this manner, the Concentric Compositional Formula becomes:

83 = 40+3+40 [word count—there is no heading in Psalm 99]
or: 43//43 [word count—with “pivot” included in each half]
In Leviticus 19:1-2, “YHWH spoke to Moses, saying: ‘Speak to all the congregation of the

people of Israel and say to them: You shall be holy, for | YHWH your God am holy.” We
can assume then that Moses obeyed this injunction; and so, indeed, he also is holy. Within
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the context of Psalm 99:6, we learn that Aaron and Samuel take their places alongside
Moses—*“among those who called on the name of YHWH, and he answered them.”

The meaningful center may be expanded by including six words on either side of the
arithmological center as follows:

WITON T

1519 0TS PN
viTp

TITDD 1IN D
MY RIP2 ORI

YHWH is our God,

So worship at his footstool.

He is holy.

Moses and Aaron were among his priests,

And Samuel was among those who called on his name.

When the text is read in this manner, the Concentric Compositional Formula becomes:

83 =

or: 48//48

35+ 13 + 35 [word count—there is no heading in Psalm 99]

[word count—with “pivot” included in each half]

The meaningful center may be expanded by including eleven words on either side of the
arithmological center as follows:

MY NN 3PP PR
WIDR T N

o3 0TS NN
viTp

TS 1IN TN

MY R DRI

D3P R T DR DR

And righteous deeds in Jacob you have done.

Exalt YHWH our God,;

And worship at his footstool.

He is holy.

Moses and Aaron were among his priests,

And Samuel was among those who called on his name;
They called to YHWH and he answered them.

When the text is read in this manner, the Concentric Compositional Formula becomes:

83 =

or: 53//53

30 + 23 + 30 [word count—there is no heading in Psalm 99]

[word count—with “pivot” included in each half]

YHWH’s holiness is highlighted in the first, third and fifth strophes.

The 26-word “nested framework” (with the 4-word framework underlined) reads as follows:

1 oY M TN M
IR BN 017D U

D e M
TS5 )T 0

2 R D1 T
RITT WD
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YHWH reigns, let the peoples tremble.

He sits upon the cherubim, let the earth quake.
YHWH in Zion is the Great One

And he indeed is exalted over all peoples.

Let the praise you name O Great and Awesome One

Holy is he.

Page 5



27X DIWH T 1w

mH7I P PRTY IRy

g DN IONR WITOR T
D772 T R 5N
orby-by opn

9 WAOR T M
WP TS NN

WADR MM YT

And the might of the king who loves justice

They obeyed his commands, and the statutes he gave them.
YHWH our God you yourself answered them

A forgiving God you were to them

Though punishing their wrongdoings.

Exalt YHWH our God,;

And worship at his holy mountain.

For holy is YHWH our God.

4. Summary of the concentric compositional formulae:

83
83

{with others in between}

83
83

46 = 12 + 22 + 12 or:

{46 = 23 x 2}

23 = 6 +11 + 6 or:

35 + 13 + 35 or:
30 + 23 + 30 or:

26 + 31 + 26 or:
4 +75 + 4 or:

48 /1 48
53 /1 53

5711 57
791179

34 /134 SAS (syntactic accentual-stress) units

17 1117  briques (primary SAS units)

5. In the prosodic structure of Psalm 99, the basic building blocks in each poetic verset are the
briques (primary SAS units). These sub-units are delineated by the Masoretes, who marked
most of the boundaries with one of the following:

e Soph Pasuq A large colon following a word signifies the end of a verse, which does
not always coincide with the end of a sentence.

e Atnach A small caret-like mark (like *) beneath the consonantal text, pointing
upward, is used to divide most verses. Its primary importance for our
purposes concerns its use in the matter of numerical composition—i.e.,
the total word-count in each line is divided into the number of words
before and after atnach.

o Ole Weyored A combination of two accentual signs: a caret-like mark above the
consonantal text, pointing to the left, used together with the accent
merka (an upright line beneath the consonantal text slanting to the
right). These two marks usually appear on the same word, but when
that word is monosyllabic the merka falls on the following word. This
major divider is usually considered to be a stronger disjunctive accent
than atnach.
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In the prosodic analysis presented in the translation (above), the presence of these three
markers is indicated with a double slash (//). Psalm 99 has 23 briques (primary SAS units),
18 of which are marked by: soph pasuq (9 times, at the end of each verse), atnach (7 times,
in each verse except vv. 3 and 5), and ole weyored (2 times, in vv. 4 and 8). The remaining
five occurrences are marked by revia (four times, in vv. 3, 4, 5, and 9) and revia mugrash (v.
6).

6. The prosodic structure of Psalm 99, in terms of its primary syntactic accentual stress units
(briques), may be displayed as follows [ represents atnach; : represents soph pasuq; *
represents ole weyored, and ' represents all other accent markers]:

| A ' yhwh malak yirgazi ammim yoséb koriibim tanit ha’ares :
2 yhwh basiyon gadol waram hi’ ‘al kol ha‘ammim :
® yodi simka gadél wonora®? qados hi’:

I B * wo%z melek mispat “ahéb ¥ ‘attah kénanta mésarim "

mispat tisadagah baya‘daqob -attah asita :

X ° rémemii yhwh *élohénii wahistahdwii lahddom raglayw
gados| ha’:
® moseh woa’ahdron bakohanayw Gsamii’él boqora’é somo "
B  qoro’im el yhwh wahi’ ya‘dném : " bo‘ammiid 4nan yadabbér *iléhem "

samoard ‘édotayw wahoq natan lamo :

N A" ® yhwh %6lohéni “attah %nitam* %el nosé’ hayita lahem "
wanogém ‘al alilotam :
° rémomii yhwh *élohénii T wahistahawti Iahar godsé

ki gados yhwh “élohéna :

7. The 23 briques (primary SAS units) are distributed in five strophes in Psalm 99 as follows:
23=6+(3+5+3)+6 = 6+ 11+ 6. The concentric compositional formula is 17 // 17, with
the central pivot counted in each half.

The arithmological center of Psalm 99 falls on the word (“he”) in the second half of
verse 5, with 41 words on either side. Psalm 99 has 46 SAS units, 23 briques, 11 versets, 5
strophes, and 3 cantos. The arithmological center is in the middle canto, the middle
strophe, the middle verset, the middle brique, and the middle two SAS units.

Note that the poet appears to be playing with the number 14 within the central strophe
(verse 5):

99:1-5 42 =28 + 14 (compositional formula: all three numbers divisible by 14)
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8.

10.

11.

Evidence from the logoprosodic analysis suggests that the numerical composition of Psalm
99, which is without a heading or any occurrence of the word selah, is similar to that of other
psalms which include these so-called “extra” words. Note the following list of significant
compositional numbers at the boundaries of the verses counting from the beginning:

99:1-4 34 (=17 x 2) words

99:1-6 34 (=17 x 2) words before atnach
99:1-8 46 (= 23 x 2) words before atnach
99:1-9 52 (=26 x 2) words before atnach

It is not possible to utilize any of the four compositional numbers (17, 23, 26 and 32) until the
end of verse 3, which leaves seven possible boundaries to work with. In 4 out of 9 of these
boundaries (or more than 44% of the time) a multiple of one of these four compositional
numbers is present. This evidence suggests the possibility of deliberate design at the point
of the numerical composition of Psalm 99.

Terrien finds three strophes in Psalm 99:1-8 followed by an Envoi in v. 9 (The Psalms:
Strophic Structure and Theological Commentary (Eerdmans, 2003), p. 681-82. David
Howard divides Psalm 99 into two sections subdivided into four parts (vv. 1-3, 4-5, 6-7 and
8-9). Van der Lugt, Labuschagne, and Fokkelman all find five strophes. The analysis
presented here, which is based on the balance in mora-count and the concentric pattern in
the distribution of SAS units, indicates that there are five strophes and 3 cantos (vv. 1-3, 4—
7 and 8-9).

Christensen Terrien David Howard Van der Lugt
I A 9911-3 1 99:1-3 1 99:1-3 [ 1 99:1-3
I B 994 2 99:4-5 2 99:4-5 2 99:4-5
X_99:5-6b
B’ 99:6¢c-7 3 99:6-8 3 99:6-7 3 99:6-7
" A 99:8-9 Envoi (v. 9) 4 99:8-9 4 99:8-9

The primary difference in terms of strophic structure observed here stems from the fact that
the others assume a linear prosodic structure.

Determining the details of the musical and literary structures of Psalm 99 as a whole calls for
input on the part of others in the BIBAL Forum, as we consider the rhetorical features in
greater depth and further information contained in the te‘amim of this particular text.
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