Psalm 115:1-18

Translation, Logoprosodic Analysis, and Observations
Trust in YHWH—He Is Your Help and Your Shield

Psalm 115:1-18

A. Not to Us but to Your Name Give Glory, O YHWH (115:1-2) [5.4]
"5 Not to us YHWH / not to us // 16 2 5 5 0
but to your name 2 give glory // 111 4 4 0O
114:7-115:1b 23 17 6
For the sake of your covenant-love / (and) for your fidelity // 9 2 4 0 4
114:7-115:1 27 17 10
1152 Why / should the nations say // 14 2 3 3 0
where now / is their God? // 11 2 3 0 3
114:8-115:2 26 16 10
B. Our God Is in the Heavens and He Does What He Pleases (115:3) [2.2]
153 Indeed our God /2 is in the heavens // 14 2 2 2 0
113:8-115:3a 87 53 34
Whatever / he pleases he does // 12 2 4 0 4
114:8-115:3 32 18 14
C. The Gods of the Nations are Senseless Idols of Silver and Gold (115:4-6) [4.8]
154 Their idols / are silver and gold // 12 2 3 3 0
115:1-4a 28 17 11
(They are) the work / of human hands // 11 2 3 0 3
114:8-115:4 38 21 17
55 They have mouths / but they do not speak // 13 2 4 4 0
they have eyes / but they do not see // 13 2 4 0 4
115:2-5 26 12 14
56 They have ears / but they do not hear // 14 2 4 4 0
they have noses / but they do not smell // 12 2 4 0 4
115:2-6 34 16 18
D. These Idols Have No Hands or Feet and Make No Verbal Sounds (115:7-8)  [4.6]
57" They have hands / but they do not feel / 12 2 3 3 0
they have feet / but they do not walk // 13 2_ 3 3 0
115:4-7b 28 17 11
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<And>? they cannot make any sounds / in their throats // 112 3 0 3
115:6-7 17 10 7

158 | ike them / those will be who make them // 12 2 3 3 0
anyone / who trusts in them // 12 2 4 0 4

115:1-8 63 34 29

E. Israel and the House of Aaron, Trust in YHWH: “He Is Their Help” (115:9-10) [4.4]

1159 O Israel / trust in YHWH // 12 2 3 3 0
their help and their shield /* Il 12 2 3 0 3

115:1-9 69 37 32

1510 O house of Aaron / trust in YHWH // 14 2 4 4 0
their help and their shield /° he is // 12 2 3 0 3

115:6-10 37 20 17

F. Trust YHwH—He Will Bless Israel and the House of Aaron (115:11-12) [4.6]
1511 You who fear YHWH / trust in YHWH // 15 2 4 4 0
their help and their shield /2 he is // 12 2 3 0 3

115:5-11 52 28 24

1512 YHwH has been mindful of us / he will bless us // 15 2 3 3 0
115:10-12a 17 11 6

He will bless / the house of Israel // 13 2 4 4 0

he will bless / the house of Aaron // 12 2 4 0 4

115:8-12 38 21 17

G. YHwH Will Bless Those Who Fear Him—May You be Blessed (115:13-15) [8.4]

513 YHwH will bless / those who fear him? // 14 2 3 3 0
115:9-13a 34 21 13
The small / together with the great // 12 2 3 0 3
115:12-13 17 10 7
11514 May YHWH add /2 unto you // 12 2. 3 3 0
115:11-14a 27 17 10
Unto you / and unto your children // 10 2 3 0 3
115:12-14 23 13 10
1515 May you be blessed / of YHWH // 12 2 3 3 0
115:12-15a 26 16 10
Maker / of heaven and earth // 13 2 3 0 3
115:8-15 56 30 26
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H. The Heavens Belong to YHWH and the Earth to Adam’s Children (115:16) [2.2]

1518 The heavens are the heavens / of YHWH // 14 2 3 3 0
115:12-16a 32 19 13

But the earth / he has given to the children of Adam // 16 2 4 0 4
115:12-16 36 19 17

|. The Dead Do Not Praise Yah but We Will Praise Him Forever (115:17-18) [4.5]

517 The dead do not / praise Yah // 14 2 4 4 0
nor do any / who go down into silence // 213 2_ 4 0 4

115:13-17 33 16 17

11518 But as for us / we will bless Yah / 12 2 3 3 0

from this time forth /* and forever / praise Yah // 17 3 5 5 0

115:16-18 23 15 8
115:1-18 135 76 59

Scansion in SAS Units:  (9.4) . (4.8).(6.4) . (4.4) . (6.4).(4.4) . (4.9)

= (13+12+10)+8+(10+8+13)=35+8+35=78 (=26 x 3}

Concentric Compositional Formula: 135 = 67+ 1+ 67 [word count]

Notes:

115:1"  Reading dohi here in BHS as conjunctive.

115:3%  Reading méraka preceded immediately by ga’yd (= meteg) in BHS as disjunctive.

115:7%  Adding waw-conjunction with Cairo geniza fragments, many Heb. Mss, and Syriac.

115:9°  Reading the sequence of tarha followed by munah here as disjunctive.

115:10° Reading the sequence of tarha followed by munah here as disjunctive.

115:11° Reading the sequence of tarha followed by munah here as disjunctive.

115:13%® Reading yaré’ayw (“those who fear him”) with Syriac in place of yir’é to improve balance in

mora-count.

115:14° Reading the second of two successive occurrences of munah here as disjunctive.

115:18" Reading mérak4 preceded immediately by ga’y4 (= meteg) in BHS as disjunctive.

dic_ps115-001-b.doc © 2004 Duane L. Christensen Page 3

Rev. 9/5/05 2:50 PM dic@bibal.net



Summary of the Logoprosodic Analysis

1.

Psalm 115:1-18 has nine strophes: 115:1-2, 3, 4-6, 7-8, 9-10, 11-12, 13-15, 16 and 17—
18.

A 115:1-2 2 balanced dyads + pivot: (16 + 11) + 9 + (14 + 11)

27 +9+ 25 morae

B 115:3 balanced dyad: (14+12) = 14+12 morae
C 1154 balanced dyad: (12 +11) = 12+ 11 morae
115:5-6 2 balanced dyads: (13+13)+ (14 +12) = 26+26 morae
D 115:7-8 2 balanced dyads + pivot: (12 +13)+ 11 + (12 + 12) = 25+11+24 morae
X 115:9-10 2 balanced dyads: (12 +12) + (14 + 12) = 24 +26 morae
D’ 115:11-12 2 balanced dyad + pivot: (15+12)+ 15+ (13 + 12) = 27+15+25 morae
C' 115:13 balanced dyad: (14 +12) = 14+12 morae
115:14 balanced dyad: (12 +10) = 12+10 morae
115:15 balanced dyad: (12 +13) = 12+13 morae
B’ 115:16 balanced dyad: (14 + 16) = 14+16 morae
A’ 115:17-18 2 balanced dyads: (14 +13)+ (12 +17) = 27 +29 morae
2. The first strophe (115:1-2) is a single part arranged in three subdivisions on the basis of
word-count: 115:1ab, 1c and 2.
o 114:7-115:1 17 words before atnach
o 114:8-115:2 26 words
3. The second strophe (115:3) is a single part arranged in two subdivisions on the basis of
word-count: 115:3a and 3b.
e 114:7-115:1 17 words before atnach
o 114:8-115:2 26 words
o 114:8-115:3 32 words
4. The third strophe (115:4—6) has two parts arranged in four subdivisions on the basis of
word-count: 115:4a, 4b, 5 and 6.
e 115114 17 words before atnach
e 115:2-5 26 words
e 115:2-6 34 (=17 x 2) words
5. The fourth strophe (115:7-8) is a single part arranged in three subdivisions on the basis of
word-count: 115:7ab, 7c and 8.
e 115:4-7b 17 words before athach
o 115:6-7 17 words
o 115:5-8 32 words and 17 words before atnach
e 115:1-8 34 (=17 x 2) words before atnach
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6. The fifth strophe (115:9—-10) is a single part arranged in two subdivisions on the basis of
word-count: 115:9 and 10.

e 115:4-9 23 words before atnach
e 115:1-9 32 words after atnach
e 115:6-10 17 words after athach
7. The sixth strophe (115:11-12) is a single part arranged in three subdivisions on the basis of
word-count patterns: 115:11, 12a and 12bc.
e 115:5-11 52 (=26 x 2) words
e 115:8-12 17 words after atnach
8. The seventh strophe (115:13-15) has three parts arranged in six subdivisions on the basis
of word-count: 115:13a, 13b, 14a, 14b, 15a and 15b.
e 115:12-13 17 words
e 115:12-14 23 words
e 115:11-14 17 words before atnach
e 115:8-14 23 words after atnach
e 115:8-15 26 words after atnach
9. The eighth strophe (115:16) is a single part arranged in two subdivisions on the basis of
word-count patterns: 115:16a and 16b.
e 115:12-16 17 words after atnach
e 115:10-16 23 words after atnach
o 115:9-16 26 words after atnach
e 115:11-16 23 words before atnach
10. The ninth strophe (115:17-18) is a single part arranged in two subdivisions on the basis of
word-count patterns: 115:17 and 18.
e 115:12-16 17 words after atnach
e 115:10-16 23 words after atnach
o 115:9-16 26 words after atnach
e 115:11-16 23 words before atnach
e 115:13-17 17 words after atnach
e 115:12-17 23 words before atnach
e 115:16-18 23 words
e 115:13-18 17 words after atnach
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Observations

1. The nine strophes in Psalm 115 may be outlined in a menorah pattern, which is determined
primarily on prosodic grounds, as follows:

A To your name give glory, O YHWH —Our God is in the heavens [9.4] 115:1-3

B The gods of the nations are senseless idols of silver and gold [4.8] 115:4-6

C Such idols have no hands or feet and make no aural sounds [4.6] 115:7-8

X Trust in YHWH, Israel & the house of Aaron: He is their help [4.4] 115:9-10
C YHWH will bless those who fear him—may you be blessed! [6.4] 115:11-12
B’ The heavens belong to YHWH and the earth to Adam’s children [8.4] 115:13-15
A’ The dead do not praise Yah but we will praise him forever [4.9] 115:16-18

2. Psalms 114 and 115 are combined in a single psalm in many Hebrew Mss (including Codex
L), LXX, Theodotion, Syriac, and the Latin Vulgate. It is interesting to note that in BHL (Biblia
Hebraica Leningradensia) Aron Dotan follows normal Jewish practice along with Van der
Hooght [1850], M. Letteris [1870], C. D. Ginsburg [1896], N. Snaith [1970] and others before
him in presenting Psalms 114 and 115 as two separate psalms even though this is not the
case in Codex L (Leningradensia) itself.

3. In terms of the 135 words in Psalm 115, the arithmological center falls on the word Y37
(“he”) in 115:9b with 67 words on either side. The initial concentric compositional formula
is:

135 = 67+1+67 [word count—with heading]
A meaningful center is found by including four words on either side of the arithmological
center, as follow:

A nwl Trustin YHWH —
D3I O He is their help and their shield.
M 1978 N2 O house of Aaron, trust in YHWH.

In this instance, the Concentric Compositional Formula becomes:

135 = 63+9+63 [word count—with 2-word heading]

The meaningful center may be expanded to include 21 words on either side of the
arithmological center, which comprises 115:7-12a. The Concentric Compositional
Formula then becomes:

135 = 46 +43 +46 [word count—with 2-word heading]

4. The 16-word “nested framework” (with the 5-word framework underlined) reads as follows:

1 15 851 M W5 8D Not to us, YHWH, not to us;
pa==Riy ﬂ?:w"?": But to your name give glory.
ﬂmx-‘w ?['IOH"?SJ For the sake of your covenant-love and your fidelity.
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2 mRabin i li e\l fo i) Why should the nations say?

17 9% 0T 8D The dead do not praise YHWH;
T 750 891 Nor do any who go down into silence.
18 1Y F721 MY But as for us, we will praise Yah,

5w NP From this time forth and forever,
11551 Praise Yah (Hallelu-Yah).

5. Summary of the concentric compositional formulae:

135
135

63 + 9 + 63
46 + 43 + 46

{with others in between}

135 = 16 +103 + 16

135 = 5 +125+ 5

78 = 35 + 8 + 35 SAS (syntactic accentual-stress) units
{78 =26 x 3}

40 = 18 + 4 + 18 briques (primary SAS units)

6. Inthe prosodic structure of Psalm 115, the basic building blocks (briques) in each poetic
verset are the primary SAS (syntactic accentual stress) units. These sub-units are
delineated by the Masoretes, who marked most of the boundaries with one of the following:

e Soph Pasuq A large colon following a word signifies the end of a verse, which does
not always coincide with the end of a sentence.

e Atnach A small caret-like mark (like *) beneath the consonantal text, pointing
upward, is used to divide most verses. Its primary importance for our
purposes concerns its use in the matter of numerical composition—i.e.,
the total word-count in each line is divided into the number of words
before and after atnach.

e Oleh Weyored A combination of two accentual signs: a caret-like mark above the
consonantal text, pointing to the left, used together with the accent
merka (an upright line beneath the consonantal text slanting to the
right). These two marks usually appear on the same word, but when
that word is monosyllabic the merka falls on the following word. This
major divider is usually considered to be a stronger disjunctive accent
than atnach.

In the prosodic analysis presented with the translation (above), the presence of these three
primary disjunctive markers is indicated with a double slash (//). Psalm 115 has 40 briques
(primary accentual-stress units), 37 of which are marked by soph pasuq (18 times, at the
end of each verse), atnach (17 times, in each verse except v. 18), and oleh weyored (2
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times, in vv. 1 and 12). The boundaries of the remaining three briques are marked by revia
(3 times, in vv. 7 and 18 [twice]).

The prosodic structure of Psalm 115, in terms of its briques (primary syntactic accentual-
stress units), may be displayed as follows: * represents atnach; : represents soph pasugq; *
represents oleh weyored; and ' represents all other accent markers.

| A " [6°land yhwh 16° lani * ki Iasimka tén kabod N
al hasdska ‘al “amitteka :
2 Jammah yo°mori haggdyim " ‘ayyéh na’ “élohéhem :
B 3 weé’lohénii bassayim " kol *3ser hapés asah :
Il C * %sabbéhem kesep woazahab " ma‘aséh yodé ‘adam :
° peh lihem walo’ yadabbéri M “énayim lahem wolo” yir’i
® “oznayim lahem walo’ yisma ‘ap lahem walo’ yarihin :

D 7 yodéhem wolo’ yomisin'  ragléhem walo’ yahallékii ™  16° yehgii bigronam :

8 komoéhem yihyi 0séhem kol “aser botéah bahem :
Wl X ° yisra’él batah ba-yhwh " ‘ezram (maginnam :
1% pét 2ahdron bithi ba-yhwh " ‘ezram dmaginnam hi’:
IV D' " yir’é yhwh bithi ba-yhwh ‘ezram dimaginnam hi’:
12 yhwh zokoranii yabarék* yobarék ‘et bét yisra’el » yobarék ‘et bét “aharon :
C' " yobarék yir’é yhwh " haqgqgatannim 9m haggadolim :
" yosép yhwh %lékem N alékem wo‘al banékem :
' boriikim “attem la-yhwh ‘0séh samayim wa-ares :
V B’ ' hassamayim samayim la-yhwh » woaha’ares natan Ilibné “adam :
A" " [6° hammeétim yahalalii yah M walo’ kol yoradé diimah :
'® wa’inahni nobarék yah T mé<attah woad 6lam halali yah :

According to the analysis presented here, the 40 briques are distributed within 7 strophes in
Psalm 115 as follows: 40=(7+6+5)+4+(5+6+7)=18 +4 + 18.
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The arithmological center of Psalm 115 falls on the word (“he”) in 115:9b, with 67
words on either side. Psalm 115 has 78 SAS units, 40 briques (primary SAS units), 18
versets, 7 strophes and 5 cantos. The arithmological center is in the middle canto, the
middle strophe, the middle two versets, the middle two briques, and the middle two SAS
units. There are 498 morae in Psalm 115—with 244 morae before the word (“he”) in
115:9b and 252 morae after it.

8. Terrien finds 3 strophes plus what he calls a “Preamble.” in Psalm 115 (The Psalms [2003],
pp. 770-74.)—i.e., four strophic units, which more or less correspond to the “cantos” found
here. The analysis presented here, which is based on the balance in mora-count and the
concentric pattern in the distribution of SAS units, indicates that there are nine strophes
within five cantos: vv. 1-3, 4-8, 9-10, 11-15 and 16-18.

Christensen Terrien
I A 115:1-2 Preamble (vv. 1-3)
B 115:3
Il C 115:4-6 | 115:4-8
D 115:7-8
I X 115:9-10) Il 115:9-13
IV D 115:11-12
C' 115:13-15 - 115:14-18
V B 115:16
A 115:17-18

The concentric structure of Psalm 115 is observed by R. Meynet (Rhetorical Analysis, 153—
55) and Fretloh (EvT 56 [1996] 487-88).

9. Note the following list of significant compositional numbers at the boundaries of the verses
counting from the beginning:

115:1-4 17 words before athach

115:1-8 34 (=17 x 2) words before atnach

115:1-9 69 (=23 x 3) words and 32 words after atnach
115:1-12 52 (= 26 x 2) words before atnach

115:1-15 51 (=17 x 3) words after atnach

115:1-16 119 =64 + 55 [compositional formula]
115:1-17 68 (=17 x 4) words before atnach

It is not possible to utilize any of the four compositional numbers (17, 23, 26 and 32) until the
end of verse 2, which leaves 17 possible boundaries to work with. In 7 out of 17 of these
boundaries (or 41.2% of the time) a multiple of one of these four compositional numbers is
present. This evidence suggests the possibility of deliberate design at the point of the
numerical composition of Psalm 115.
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10. Determining the details of the musical and literary structures of Psalm 115 as a whole calls
for input on the part of others in the BIBAL Forum, as we consider the rhetorical features in
greater depth and further information contained in the te‘amim of this particular text.
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