Zephaniah 1:1-9

Translation, Logoprosodic Analysis, and Observations

I. Apocalyptic Picture of Universal World Judgment

Zeph 1:1-9

A. Historical Setting and Eschatological Vision—*“an end of everything” (1:1-2) [6.9]

™ The word of YHWH / that came / to Zephaniah /

Son of Cushi /2 son of Gedaliah / son of Amariah /

The son of Hezekiah //

In the days / of Josiah son of Amon / king of Judah //

"2 “l will indeed gather to make an end / of everything /

from upon / the face of the earth” / ne’'um YHWH //

B. The Undoing of Creation (1:3)

® “ will make an end of humankind / and beast /

| will make an end /2 of the birds of the heaven /
and the fish of the sea /

And the stumbling blocks / along with the wicked //

I will cut off human beings /
from upon / the face of the earth” / ne’um YHWH //

C. Judah’s Divine Punishment for Idolatrous Practices (1:4-5)

| will stretch out my hand / against Judah /

and against / all the inhabitants of Jerusalem //

and | will cut off / from this place / the remnant of Baal /
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17 3. 6 6 0

Hab 3:19-Zeph 1:1a 17 15 2

15 3_ 6 6 0

Hab 3:19-Zeph 1:1b 23 21 2

6 1 2 2 0

Hab 3:19-Zeph 1:1c 25 23 2

24 3_ 6 0 6

Hab 3:18-Zeph 1:1 37 26 11

10 2 3 3 0

20 3 5 5 0

Hab 3:18-Zeph 1:2 45 34 11

[7.4]

15 2 3 3 0

11 2 3 3 0

8 1 2 2 0

Hab 3:17-Zeph 1:3¢ 73 56 17

15 2_ 3 3 0

Hab 3:17-Zeph 1:3d 76 59 17

12 1 3 0 3

20 3 5 0 5

Hab 3:18-Zeph 1:3 64 45 19

[7.7]

17 2 4 4 0

17 2 4 4 0

20 3_ 7 0 7

1:3-4b 34 19 15
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The name of the idol-priests 2 the (real) priests // 16 1 5 0 5
T 67 41 26
5 And those who bow down on the roofs / to the host of heaven // 22 2 6 6 0
and those who bow down / who swear to YHWH / 19 2 4 0 4
but who swear / by their mulk-sacrifice // 11 2 2 0 2
1:3-5 51 25 26
D. YHWH Has Prepared a Sacrifice—the Day of YHWH (1:6-7) [4.7]
6 And those who turn away @ from following YHWH // 18 1 4 4 0
and those / who do not seek YHWH / 13 2 5 0 5
and they do not inquire of him // 10 1_ 2 0 2
16 23 10 13
"7 Hush / before 2 [Lord]® YHWH // {-1a} 9 2 3 3 0
for near / is the Day of YHWH / 12 2 4 0 4
1:5-7b 30 13 17
For YHWH has prepared / a sacrifice / 12 2 4 0 4
he has consecrated his guests // 8 1 2 0 2
67 24 7 17
E. YHwH’s “Day of Sacrifice” is against Judah’s Assimilated Officials (1:8-9) [9.6]
8 And it shall come to pass / on the day / of YHWH’s sacrifice / 14 3 4 4 0
and | will visit /2 against the princes / 13 2_ 3 3 0
1:6-8b 31 14 17
[And]° against the sons /° of the king / 7 2 3 3 0
and against all who put on / foreign raiment // 15 2 5 0 5
1:5-8 49 23 26
9 And | will visit / against all who leap / 14 2 4 4 0
over the threshold ? on that day // 111 4 4 0
1:8-9b 23 18 5
Those who fill / the house of their Lord / 13 2 3 0 3
with violence and fraud // @) 9 1 2 0 2
169 52 25 27
119 31 72 59
Scansion in SAS Units: (6.9).(7.4) [7.7] (4.7).(9.6)
= (15+11)+[14]+ (11 +15) =26 + 14 + 26 = 66
dic_zp001_001-c.doc © 2006 Duane L. Christensen Page 2

Rev. 2/27/06 11:33 AM dic@bibal.net



Notes:

1:12 Reading munah here as disjunctive.
1:3% Reading mehuppak followed immediately by ga‘a (= meteg) in Letteris as disjunctive; BHS omits ga%ya (=
meteg).

1:4° Reading tiphain BHS as conjunctive.
1:6° Reading tiphain BHS as conjunctive.
1:7° Reading tiphd in BHS as conjunctive.

1:7° The word "27R (“Lord”) is omitted as a secondary addition to the original numerical composition.

1:8° Reading merka preceded immediately by ga‘%ya (= meteg) in Letteris and Ginsburg as disjunctive; BHS omits
gaya (= meteg).

1:8° Removing the wau-conjunction to improve balance in mora-count.

1:8° Reading munah here as disjunctive.

1:9° Reading tiphain BHS as conjunctive.

Summary of the Logoprosodic Analysis
1. Zeph 1:1-9 has 5 strophes: 1:1-2, 3, 4-5, 6—7 and 8-9.

A 1:1-2 3 balanced dyads: [17 + 15] + [6 + 24] + [10 + 20]
B 1:3 2 balanced dyads + pivot:  [15+ (11 + 8)] + 15 + [12 + 20]

32+30+30 morae
34+15+ 32 morae

X 1:4-5 2 triads + pivot: [17 + 17 + 20] + 16 + [22 + 19 +11] = 54 +16 +52 morae
B’ 1:6—7 triad & 2 dyads in balance: [18 + 13 +10]+[(9+12)+(12+8)] = 41+41 morae
A’ 1:8-9 2 balanced quatrains: [(13 +13) + (8 + 15)] + [(14 + 11) + (13 + 9)] = 49 + 47 morae

2. The 1% strophe (1:1-2) is a single part with three subdivisions: 1:1ab, 1cd and 2.
e Hb 3:19-Zp 1:1 23 words before atnach
e Hb 3:18-Zp 1:1 26 words before atnach
e Hb3:18-Zp1:2 34 (=17 x 2) words before atnach

3. The 2" strophe (1:3) is a single part with thee subdivisions: 1:3a—c, 3d and 3ef.
e Hb3:18-Zp 1:3 64 (=32 x2)words

4. The 3" strophe (1:4-5) is a single part with three subdivisions: 1:4a—c, 4d and 5.

e 114 26 words after atnach
e 1:3-5 51 (=17 x 3) words and 26 words after atnach
o 1:1-5 32 (= 2x2x2x2x2) words after atnach
5. The 4" strophe (1:6-7) is a single part with three subdivisions: 1:6, 7ab and 7cd.
e 1:1-6 51 (= 3x17) words before atnach
o 1:6-7 17 words after atnach

6. The 5" strophe (1:8-9) is a single part with four subdivisions: 1:8ab, 8cd, 9ab and 9cd.

o 1:5-8 49 =23 +26 [compositional formula]
o 1:1-8 64 (=32 x 2 = 2x2x2x2x2x2) words before atnach
o 1:6-9 52 (=26 x 2) words
dic_zp001_001-c.doc © 2006 Duane L. Christensen Page 3

Rev. 2/27/06 11:33 AM dic@bibal.net




Observations

1. The 5 strophes in Zeph 1:1-9 may be outlined in a menorah pattern on prosodic grounds:

Apocalyptic Picture of Universal World Judgment (1:1-9)

A YHWH’s word came to Zephaniah, son of Hezekiah, king of Judah [6.4] 1:1
B It came to the son of Hezekiah: “I am bringing an end of everything!” [2.3] 1:2
C The undoing of creation—cutting off humans from upon the earth  [7.4] 1:3
X Judah’s divine punishment is for idolatrous practices [7.7] 1:4-5
c’ YHWH has prepared a sacrifice—the Day of YHWH [4.71 1:6-7
B’ YHWH is coming against Judah’s rulers [3.2] 1:8ab

A’ He is coming against those who fill the Temple with violence & fraud [4.6] 1:8c-9

2. There is no use of the four primary compositional numbers [17, 23, 26 and 32] in the first
two strophes in Zephaniah (1:1-3) unless one starts the word-count from either the
beginning of the last verse or the second to last verse of Habakkuk. A similar situation
appears at the beginning of Habakkuk in relation to Nahum. This evidence provides
objective support for the conclusion that the three books of Nahum, Habakkuk and
Zephaniah (as we now have them within the Book of the Twelve Prophets) constitute a
trilogy in terms of their literary/numerical composition.

3. The peculiar interest in the number 14 in the composition of Strophes One and Two (1:1-3),
and again in Strophe Five (1:8-9) may reflect interest in the person of king David (whose
name has the numerical value of 14). Zephaniah is presented as the “son of Hezekiah” and
his ministry takes place “in the days of Josiah ... king of Judah.” Zephaniah is thus a
descendant of David. In this regard, he is unique among the twelve so-called Minor
Prophets. The name “Hezekiah” is also the 14" word in the book of Zephaniah; and
Hezekiah is a “son of David” as a member of the Davidic dynasty in Jerusalem.

4. In terms of the 131 words in Zephaniah 1:1-9, the arithmological center falls on the word
oY (“with [the priests]”) in 1:4b, with 65 words on either side. The meaningful center is

found by including 13 words on either side of the arithmological center, as follows:

QSwI” "aDD  (As for) all the inhabitants of Jerusalem,
T QIPRT 12 N2 Indeed | will cut off from this place

Syam N PN the remnant of Baal,
Q™D Qv NN the name of the idol-priests
[migef ply) with the (real) priests;
5 3T DY DMMNWRT IR And those who bow down on the roofs
DR 8235 to the host of heaven;
TS DYAWAT OMINYHRT DY) And those who bow down—who swear to YHWH,
0o%Ra DWALIM but who swear by their mulk-sacrifice.

In this instance the concentric compositional formula becomes:

131 = 52+ 27 + 52 [word count— for Zephaniah 1:1-9]
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5. The 56-word meaningful framework (with the 36-word framework highlighted in gray)
reads as follows:

1 TIREON T WR T2 The word of YHWH that came to Zephaniah,
il =} TI”'?'IJ‘}: "2712 Son of Cushi, son of Gedaliah, son of Amariah --
TPIT13 (It came to) the son of Hezekiah,
e ?[i??J 7MRT12 TR M2 In the days of Josiah, son of Amon, king of Judah.
2 55 FOR AOX  “I will indeed gather to make an end of everything,
FOTITOND TITINAT 2 5Yn From upon the face of the earth, utterance of YHWH.

8 Y 2T 012 1YY And it shall come to pass on the day of YHWH’s sacrifice;
oy "NTP2Y And | will visit against the princes,
T[‘??J.‘I 237511 And against the sons of the king,
21 £h2hn 0waS52 Y1 And against all who put on foreign raiment.
0 35177755 Hr nIPEY And | will visit against all who leap
N7 01" ]naf:n"w Over the threshold on that day—
QIR D92 0WWOMRT Those who fill the house of their Lord
T127 O With lawlessness and fraud.

6. Summary of the concentric compositional formulae for Zeph 1:1-9:

131
131

52 + 27 + 52 word-count
48 + 35 + 48

{with others in between}

131 28 + 75 + 28
131 18 + 95 + 18

66 = 26 + 14 + 26 SAS (syntactic accentual-stress) units
30 = 11+ 8 + 11 briques (primary SAS units)

7. In the prosodic structure of Zephaniah 1:1-9, the basic building blocks in each poetic verset
are the briques (primary SAS units). These sub-units are delineated by the Masoretes, who
marked most of the boundaries with one of the following:

e Soph Pasuq A large colon following a word signifies the end of a verse, which does
not always coincide with the end of a sentence.

e Atnach A small caret-like mark (like *) beneath the consonantal text, pointing
upward, is used to divide most verses. Its primary importance for our
purposes concerns its use in the matter of numerical composition—i.e.,
the total word-count in each line is divided into the number of words
before and after atnach.
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In the prosodic analysis presented with the translation (above), the presence of these two
primary disjunctive markers is indicated with a double slash (/). Zephaniah 1:1-9 has 30
briques (primary SAS units), 24 of which are marked by:

e soph pasuq 9 times, at the end of each verse

e atnach 8 times, in each verse, except v 2

e zaqép gatan 7 times (w1, 3,4 [bis], 5, 7,8

The boundaries of the remaining six briques are marked by:
e rabia‘® 4 time (v 1, 2, 3 [bis])

e tiphd 1 time (v 5)

o  tobir 1 time (v9)

8. The prosodic structure of Zephaniah 1:1-9, in terms of its briques [primary SAS (syntactic
accentual stress) units], may be displayed as follows [* represents atnach; : represents
soph pasuq; and " is any other such boundary marker].

A ' dsbar yhwh *i$er hayah " %el sapanyah ben kisi ben gadalyah '
ben “amaryah ben hizgiyah " bimé yosivah ben “amon melek yahidah :
2 23sop “asép kol mé<al pané ha’idamah na’iim yhwh :
B ° asép ’adam ibohémah’ >4sép Op hassamayim dagé hayyam '
wohammaksélot et harasaim "
wohikratti “et ha’adam ' mé‘al poné ha’adamah na’am yhwh :
X *  wonatitf yadi yohiidah waal kol y6$abé yoriisalaim

wohikratti min hammaqgém hazzeh ‘et $o°ar habba‘al '
‘et sém hakkamarim hakkohdnim :
wo’et hammistahdwim al haggaggor ' lisha® hassamayim "

wa’et hammistahdwim hannisba9m la-yhwh ' wahannisba9m bomalkam :

B °® wo’et hannaségim méaharé yhwh N wa’dSer 10° bigsii ‘et yhwh woalo’ darasihii :
has mipponé [’adénay] yhwh * ki garéb yom yhwh ki hékin yhwh '

zebah hiqdis qard’ayw :

A °  wohayah bayém zebah yhwh dpaqgadti ‘al hassarim wo‘al boné hammelek "
woa‘al kol hallobasim malbis nokri :

ipaqgadti <al kol haddolég ' ‘al hammiptan bayyom hahid’®®
hamomal’im bét *adonéhem hamas mirmah :

9. The 30 briques are distributed in five strophes in Zephaniah 1:1-9 as follows:

(6+5)+[4+4]+(5+6) = 11+8+11 = 30

The arithmological center of Zeph 1:1-9 falls on the word (“with”) in the second half of
verse 4, with 65 words on either side. There are 68 SAS units, 30 briques, 12 versets, and 5
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strophes. The arithmological center is in the middle strophe, the middle two versets, the
middle two briques, and the middle two SAS units.

10. Bibliography {to be added later}

© 2006
Dr. D.L. Christensen Professor of Old Testament
845 Bodega Way Languages and Literature (retired),
Rodeo, California 94572 Graduate Theological Union
+1 510 799 0858 Berkeley, California
dic@bibal.net

dic_zp001_001-c.doc © 2006 Duane L. Christensen Page 7
Rev. 2/27/06 11:33 AM dic@bibal.net



